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Greetings all… 

This month in worship we are going to be 

talking about money. We’ll be looking at the 

impact money has on our life and how our faith 

informs what we do with our money. We’ll 

have the chance to discern what God might be 

calling us to give in the next year. On Sunday 

October 24 we’ll have the opportunity to give 

our pledges for the next year and bless them 

for the ministry of our church.  

Many folk dread when a pastor starts talking 

about money. Too often, famous pastors have 

gotten into trouble for their relationship with 

money. We also live in a market economy that 

assumes every encounter can be financialized. 

Thus, when we mention in church, folk might 

think we are one more institution trying to sell 

you something.  

The thing is though, money is a central part of 

our lives. We spend much of our life working to 

earn it. We spend a lot of thought and energy 

figuring out how to spend it. We have apps 

that tell us up to the minute how much we 

have in our bank account. Every time we listen 

to the news, they inform us what the stock 

market is doing.  

This very centrality in our world is why talking 

about money in church is important. We 

believe that our relationship with God through 

Jesus should inform all of who we are. It 

should impact our actions, our relationships, 

and yes, even our money decisions. Jesus 

talked a lot about money. I mean, a lot. Jesus 

recognized that how we use money is a good 

indicator of our spiritual health.  
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So this month, I encourage you to engage in a 

faithful look at your money. Think and pray 

about how you use money and how that use 

aligns with your faith. And then pray on how 

God might be calling you to faithfully 

participate in the good work of our church 

through your financial giving. 

Peace,  

Pastor Joel  

Current Message Series  
Starting on October 3,  

Pastor Joel will begin a new  

message series called:  

“Stewardship – Defying Gravity” 

October 3 Discovering Gravity 

Financial gravity and what it means in 
our lives as Christians 

October 10 Breaking Free 

The nature of generosity 

October 17 Tethered to God 

Budgeting and setting goals for 
generosity 

October 24 When We Get it Right 

Your investment in God’s work through 
your church 

Prayers 
Eric Rice, Dottie Kammer, 

Gayle Evans, Terry Bobzien, 

Fred and Shelly Wilder, 

Marilyn Hennon, Julia Landon, 

Tom Hartwell, Kelly Wilder, 

Hilda Ebbinghaus, Eva Rottenbiller, Joe Jackson, 

and Pastor Tom Hollowood @ home 

Barb Stowell, Missy Wyss @ Maplewood,  

                                          Marshall 

Lynne Baldwin @ Advantage Living and Senior 

        Care, Battle Creek 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Chippewa Correctional  

                               Facility, Kincheloe 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Towsley Village, Chelsea 

Leadership Listing 

 

Prayers (continued) 

Seeking a Pastor:  Trinity Methodist in Madison, 

WI – church home of Katelyn (French) and Elliot 

Valentine 

Friends battling Cancer:  Troy, Audrey, Tom 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Ellen Wilch 

ellenwilch408@gmail.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Gary Harrison 

gwh2510@att.net 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Andrew French 

andrew.french.albion 

     @gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Joel Fitzgerald 

pierfitz@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir/Handbell 

Director 
Drew Dunham 

Music 

Director/ 

Pianist 

Jan Fourn 

Office Manager 
Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 
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Wesley Renovation Update 
How we got here:   

Renovating Wesley Chapel and Lounge has been 

a part of our broader building upgrade plans for 

a couple of decades. As many know, we have 

also received two significant bequests that 

have been designated for use to renovate 

Wesley.  

Why we’re here: 

Wesley Chapel and Lounge have not had any 

major updates since they were constructed in 

the mid-50’s. In looking at our church’s mission 

and vision, we decided the space needed to be 

more accessible, visible, hospitable, and 

usable. This includes improving the bathrooms, 

accessibility in Wesley Chapel, and the visibility 

and accessibility of the archway.  

Where we are now: 

The team has noted areas of improvement and 

are working on prioritizing those areas. The 

team has met with one architect and is in 

contact with another to get a quote for 

services. We have not made any firm plans on 

specific designs or made any firm decisions 

about layout.  

What’s next: 

• Meet with second architect  

• If we feel comfortable, we’ll propose to 

church council moving forward with one 

of the architects  

• Work on prioritizing renovation needs  

• Begin communicating regularly with the 

congregation about where we are in the 

process.  

Who’s on the team: 

Cheryl Krause, Barb Lange, Drew Dunham, 

Sharon Hostetler, Nidia Wolf, Tami Oliver, Ellen 

Wilch, Steve Noble, Pastor Joel, Jan Fourn, 

Judy Patton  

What can you do: 

Pray for the team and its work. Pray for how 

we can use the space for God’s mission. Keep 

updated on our work. 

Christian Sympathy 
Our dear friend and brother in 
Christ, Ray Campbell, passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
September 4, 2021, at home after 
a lengthy illness. 

Former congregant and UMW 
member, Mary Delamarter, passed away on 
September 19, 2021, in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
after a long struggle with dementia 

We know that God had his arms around both 
families during the challenging health issues 
and trust that God is wrapping Cathy Campbell 
and Julie Simpson, and the families in love.  
We join in upholding and praying for all who 
mourn these losses. 

Beautifying Our Worship Space 

An effort to make our temporary worship space 
in Tennant Hall more beautiful and inspiring is 
underway.   We’d like to display a variety of 
table top crosses on the altar.  Do you have a 
beautiful, vintage, artful or simply meaningful 
cross at your home we can borrow?  Please 
bring your cross(es) to the church office by Oct. 
12 — label please!  We’ll set up the display 
beginning Sunday Oct. 17 through 
Thanksgiving.   

Tennant Hall is frequently used by the 
public.  Anything of value, other than 
sentimental value, cannot be 100% secured, 
though we will put them in the store room each 
week.  We look forward to sharing your cross 
with all.  If it has a meaningful story behind it, 
please let us know so we can share this too.   

Barbara Lange 
barbaralange60@gmail.com 

 

mailto:barbaralange60@gmail.com
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              UMW Update 
                    The theme of the annual meeting 

                     of the Heritage District of United 

                    Methodist Women held virtually  

                   on September 25, was, “Be the  

                  Bridge.”  According to Wikipedia,  

                 “a bridge spans a physical obstacle… 

without blocking the way underneath. It is 

constructed to provide a passage over an 

obstacle, which is usually something that is 

otherwise difficult or impossible to cross.”   

Perhaps “virtual” is not a word you want to 

hear right now, but it seems to fit my point that 

encountering the challenges of COVID-19 has 

called for a lot of virtual bridges to be built.  

What if we did not have ZOOM or Google Meet?  

But besides technology, how else can we as 

informed followers of Christ be bridges or build 

bridges that help others cross the life 

difficulties that seem “difficult or impossible to 

cross”?  Prayerful, informed, dedicated, 

generous, faithful women (and men) continue 

to wrestle with the challenges of racism, 

sexism, and poverty, to name a few. Continue 

to read, serve, and give! We are not alone. 

What grand time we had at Polly Moore’s home 

for Summer Refresher in July!  How great it 

was to be in person to share our joys and 

concerns!  We welcomed some new to the 

group.  The Piecemakers II shared their 

crocheted dish cloth project and others signed 

on to help. We were refreshed by being 

together and eating the delicious treats. 

Come join us in Fellowship Lounge on October 

12, at 1 p.m., to hear from Lisa French who 

will gives us an update from United Methodist 

Retirement Community.  Carol Yeomans-Phelan 

will share devotions with us.  If some do not 

feel comfortable being in person, we will try to 

set up a ZOOM link.  I will send it out to all of 

you by email before the meeting.  

The 2021 Michigan Conference United 

Methodist Women Virtual Annual Celebration 

is to be held on October 23.  You can register 

to participate on line at:   https://my-site-

102740-102533.square.site/ The last day to 

register is October 14, 2021.  The celebration 

donation is $18 which is to be divided between 

the Pledge to Mission and Kalamazoo Area 

Daycare. 

A heap of thanks goes out to Carol Maynard, 

Darlene Chisholm, and Tami Oliver who, on 

very short notice, set up, served, and cleaned 

up for the memorial luncheon for Mary 

Delamarter on September 25.  We are grateful 

for many others who made salads and desserts.  

The family and friends were very appreciative. 

Blessings always, 

Donna Williams & Ann Lake 

PIECEMAKERS ll 
Tuesday, October 5  

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Lounge 



 

 

 


