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Friends, 

Where did summer go? Weren’t we just 

complaining about the snow yesterday? Perhaps, 

time passed so quickly because of all that was 

going on. Since summer began, we’ve welcomed 

more than 100 children for Vacation Bible 

School, celebrated the lives of three people 

close to the FUMC family, hosted nearly 60 

meetings and events, and gathered for a church 

picnic. Whew! 

And in the middle of all that, we’ve talked about 

the future of the church we love. Thank you to 

everyone who participated in the Albion Future 

conversations and completed the short survey. 

Despite the busyness of summer, we had a great 

response. 

We still don’t know where, if anywhere, the 

conversation with the college will lead, but our 

work this summer has helped to clarify the 

priorities and values that any negotiation 

regarding the use of our space must consider. 

These priorities are: 

1. Commitment to current location 

The overwhelming majority of you made 

clear that you believe we can best fulfill 

our mission to serve God and this 

community from our current home. Thus, 

any negotiation will need to result in a 

plan that allows us to continue to operate 

here.  

2. Commitment to community gathering 

You were also very clear in your belief 

that serving as a gathering place for the 

community is not simply a nice thing we 

do, but is an important part of our 

mission. While many of you expressed an 

openness to changing or sharing our 
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available space, it is clear that you will 

not likely support an agreement that 

eliminates the space needed to make 

this role possible. 

3. Prioritization of Wesley Chapel 

The data also clearly showed your 

strong, emotional attachment to Wesley 

Chapel as our place of worship. Many of 

you were married, had your children 

baptized and/or said goodbye to loved 

ones in that space. There is understand-

able anxiety about the prospect of 

sharing or losing the Chapel. But most of 

you also recognize the need to upgrade, 

renovate and potentially expand Wesley 

to better meet our long-term needs. 

Thus, you are open to a conversation 

about the future of this space, so long 

as it thoughtful and detailed ensuring 

you have a full understanding of all 

plans before being asked to vote on any 

proposed agreement. 

Thank you, again, for your honest engagement 

in this important conversation. I’ve only 

scratched the surface on all the valuable 

information we’ve gathered this summer. I look 

forward to sharing more with you in the coming 

days. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Leslee 

Prayers 
Hilda Ebbinghaus, Rob Dinniny, 

Fred Roesti, Barb Stowell,  

Greg Metzler, and Pastor Tom  

Hollowood @ home 

Missy Wyss @ Maplewood Assisted  

Living, Marshall 

Nick Peltier – deployed, serving in Iraq 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Egeler Center, Jackson 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Co-Chairs 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Andrew French 

andrew.french.albion@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

Contact Information 
Missy Wyss is doing quite well, but  

misses her friends from our church  

and the Albion Community.  She does receive 

some calls and visits but would welcome 

additional calls and visits during the remaining 

time she will be undergoing treatment. 

   Phone: 517.740.4749 

   Address:  Maplewood 

   200 Westbrook Court, #222 

  Marshall, MI 
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UMW Upcoming Events 
Circle Meeting in Wesley Lounge on 

September 9th at 7:00 PM.  

Program:  Report from Mission U 

2019.    Presenters Donna and John 

Williams.   Donna, John and I 

attended this wonderful program 

held here at the Albion College.  It 

was so nice to see the Presenters 

including our Bishop Rev. David 

Bard and to visit with many of our 

United Methodist Women friends. 

October 10th Executive Team 

Meeting at 2 pm in the small 

Conference Room.  We will be 

preparing the programs for November and 

December Circle Meetings. 

Circle Meeting on October 14th at 7:00 PM in 

Wesley Lounge Program:  The Walk – Series by 

Richard Paul Evans, Presenter:  Carol Yeomans-

Phelan.  

October 27th 10:00 AM Michigan Conference 

Celebration of UMW @ Howell, UMC. 

Circle Meeting on November 11th at 1 PM in 

Wesley Lounge.  We will have our annual World 

Thank Offering and Service of Remembrance. 

Circle Meeting on December 9th at 1 PM.  This 

year instead of a separate Ingathering Program 

held in the evening we will have both our 

December Circle Meeting combined with the 

Ingathering Program in Wesley Chapel and 

Lounge at 1 PM.  Hostess Carol Maynard.   

Special note to all of our church members.   

You do not have to be a member of UMW to 

attend our meetings.   All are welcome. 

Blessings always, 

Sally Ammerman

Save the Dates 
It’s that time of year once again. 
Church Conference is almost here!  
Please note the dates and times below and plan 
to be a part of this important process. 

SPRC Only 

Thursday, September 19, 7:00 p.m. 

*Griffith United Methodist Church 

9357 S Clinton Trail, Eaton Rapids 

*LOCATION CHANGED 

Congregation 

Saturday, September 28, 10:00 a.m. 

Concord United Methodist Church 

119 S Main St, Concord 

Church 20/20 ~ 

Creating a New 

Heritage 

The theme for the Heritage District Conference 

on October 12 at Marshall UMC is: Church 20/20 

~ Creating a New Heritage.  9:30 am is registra-

tion with the events of the day going from 

10:00 am - 3:00 pm.  Bishop Bard will speak.  

There will be opportunities to hear from Rev. 

Don Emmert, Rev. Mike Desotell, Rev. Kathy 

Pittenger, Laura Witkowski, Rev. Paul Perez, 

and Rev. Jeff Reagan. Registration and 

additional information will be available soon. 

Do You Recognize That 

Voice? 

Albion College football fans will 

hear a familiar voice at this 

year's home games.  Pastor 

Leslee will be taking over the public address 

duties at Sprankle Sprandel Stadium following 

Dr. Jeff Carrier's retirement from the role at 

the September 7th game against Defiance 

College. Pastor Leslee is a big sports fan and 

served as a the play-by-play radio announcer 

for the team during her years as a student. She 

is looking forward to being involved again with 

the team. Come out and support the Briton 

football team. It's going to be a great season!! 

 

https://aadistrict.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d514ddb76a9895ee06c664fda&id=85512efeb1&e=9277544562


 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

    Be a Part of Community-Unity Service Day 

On Saturday, September 14, the first-ever Community-

Unity Service Day will bring volunteers from across our 

community together to help beautify our city. Volunteers 

will work on everything from park clean-up, to painting, to 

tree planting. Albion FUMC is proud to be a community 

supporter of this event. The fun begins at 9am. Please 

plan to be a part of this important event. 


