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Dear Friends, 

As I write this, I am wading my way through the 

final days of seminary, scrambling to complete 

the last papers and projects required. I can 

hardly believe that this years’ long journey will 

soon be complete. Before May begins and I am 

completely sucked in by the busyness of finals 

and graduation immediately followed by the 

busyness of Annual Conference and my 

commissioning, I wanted to say a simple word 

of thanks to all of you. 

Thank you. 

Thank you for your willingness to accept and 

support a rookie pastor who has done a lot of 

learning on the job. 

Thank you for continually supporting and 

encouraging me, especially on those weary 

days when the demands of school, church and 

family threatened to overwhelm me. 

Thank you for asking me regularly about my 

schoolwork, for insisting that I take the time I 

need to study, and for indulging those class 

projects that have crept their way into 

worship. 

Thank you for worrying about me as I travel, 

for feeding me (too much) and for praying for 

me regularly. 

Thank you for tolerating my distraction and 

lack of focus on you at times when school has 

demanded the lion’s share of my attention. 

Most importantly, thank you for constantly 

reaffirming my call to ordained ministry. On 

the days when I doubt, you model God’s grace 

and love for me, confirming for me over and 
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over again that I am, indeed, where God has 

called me to be. 

None of knows where our journeys will take us, 

but I have been blessed to have walked this 

part of my path with you. I look forward to the 

journey that lies ahead. 

Leslee 

Special Church Conference  

on Sunday, May 5 
On May 5, immediately following worship, we 

will hold a brief church conference.  This 

meeting is to approve the return to a full-time 

pastoral position.  Please plan to join us for 

worship and stay for this important meeting of 

our congregation.  All are welcome to attend.  

Voting is limited to members. 

Upcoming Special Services  
May 19: MUSIC Sunday 

Drew Dunham will lead a service filled with 

special music. 

June 2: Guest Pastor Jeanne Randels 

Rev. Jeanne Randels is an ordained elder with 

the Michigan Conference of the United 

Methodist Church.  She has served in four 

appointments, including as the pastor of the 

Albion United Methodist Church from 1991 -

1998.  She retired from pastoral ministry in 

2014 after serving as the senior pastor of the 

Okemos Community Church for 15 years.  She 

and her husband, Paul Hartman, continue to 

live in Okemos.  Their family includes four 

adult children and six grandchildren. 

Bishop Bard to Preach at Albion 

College Baccalaureate 
Our Bishop, David Bard, will share the message 

at this year’s Baccalaureate Service at Albion 

College.  The service is Friday, May 3, at 7:30 

p.m., at Goodrich Chapel.  Please join in this 

special service of celebration with this year’s 

graduates and their families. 

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Co-Chairs 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Andrew French 
andrew.french.albion@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-Chairs 
John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

Prayers 
Rob Dinniny, David Roush, Nancy  

Roush, Hilda Ebbinghaus, Barb  

Stowell, Greg Metzler, Ken Bentley,  

Beverly Bentley, and Pastor Tom  

Hollowood @ home 

Allison Roesti @ Medilodge, Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Calhoun County Jail 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 
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The purpose of the United 

Methodist Women, as it has been 

for the past 150 years, is to provide 

support and programs for women 

and children.  At the last meeting 

of the UMW circle, Donna Williams 

presented a program for, “Prayer 

and Self-Denial.”  This is an annual 

program to raise funds to be sent 

to the national organization for this 

purpose.  The Mission focus for 

2019 is “ Building a Thriving 

Generation of Children and Youth 

Worldwide.”  All the offering from 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial will 

go to promote well-being and equal 

opportunities for children and youth in need. 

Donna’s presentation included a UNICEF report 

in 2016 indicating that if nothing changes: 

• 157 million children will live in extreme 

poverty by 2030 

• 69 million children under the age of five 

will die 

• 60 million children of primary school age 

will be out of school 

National Mission Institutions work to disrupt 

these sobering statistics.  The United Methodist 

Women help by providing for immigrant 

children and women along the Texas-Mexican 

border (food, clothing, showers, counseling, 

phones, and shelter).  Other UMW organizations 

help children in poverty situations, and 

children with health, education and hygiene 

issues.  These centers are located in the US and 

across the world.  A new initiative is to help 

children with legal problems and lower the 

number of children incarcerated. 

Here in Albion, our UMW has provided funds 

and support to SIS, Healthy Babies Day, Vision 

of Life, SAFE Place, Women United and Grand 

Rapids Community House.  All of these 

organizations are helping us fulfill the mission 

of UMW, to help give children a better life.  If 

you would like to participate by giving a 

monetary gift, we would be happy to include it 

with our $580 already received for the Call to 

Prayer and Self Denial. 

COMING UP:  May 13, at 7:00 p.m., is our next 

Circle meeting at Wesley Chapel with Donna 

Williams presenting the program, “2018 Mission 

U Report:  What About Our Money?” 

In Christ, 

Alice Cook 

 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) brings God’s hope, healing and 

renewal to people whose lives have been 

affected by war, violence or natural disaster. 

UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and 

disaster response to people in more than 80 

countries, including here in the U.S. 

This month, we can help support the work of 
UMCOR by donating needed supplies to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center, one of 10 
coordinating depots that distributes supplies 
within the United States. 

Midwest Mission is requesting these items: 

• Shampoo (3-4 oz.) 

• Toothpaste (2.5 oz or more) 

• Deodorant (2-3 oz.) 

• Colored Pencils (box of 12) 

• Cloth Diapers 

• Receiving Blankets (28”X28” or 

32”X32”) 

Bring your items to donate by Sunday, May 26 

and Pastor Leslee will transport them to Annual 

Conference in Traverse City for collection. 

Please let the office or Leslee know if you have 

any questions. 
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