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Friends, 

I know that the time to say farewell is still 

several months away. The span between the 

announcement of a new appointment and its 

beginning is both a gift and a challenge as it 

turns transition into a really long goodbye. 

Recognizing that, I have no intention on dwelling 

on it for long, but I need to say a little 

something now. 

Thank you. Thank you for these amazing four 

years. I am beyond grateful for the way you 

welcomed me, believed in me, supported me 

through my schooling, endured my mistakes and 

walked beside me as we did the work of ministry 

together. To have known you and worked with 

you has enriched my life beyond measure. 

Ok, enough of that sappy stuff. You’re probably 

wondering what happens next.  

I will continue to be your pastor until the change 

comes. As we continue to do our work together, 

your next pastor will be appointed and he or she 

will be introduced to you in the same way that 

you learned of my departure. Your leadership 

team and I will work with that person to ensure 

a smooth transition. I am as excited and anxious 

as you are to learn who that person will be, but I 

trust that the person chosen will bring new gifts 

and perspectives that will enrich and embolden 

God’s work which is already underway here. 

I continue to thank God for you and am holding 

all of us in prayer as we walk this path together.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Leslee 
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Lenten Activities Abound 
Mark your calendars! With four weeks of Lent 

remaining, there are numerous activities in 

which you can participate . 

The Albion Ministerial Association’s annual 

Lenten Fellowship occurs each Wednesday at 

Noon. These short ZOOM gatherings invite the 

body of Christ to pray, praise and reflect 

together. The link and schedule of speakers is: 

Wednesday, March 3 

     Pastor Albert Amos, Bread of Life Ministries 

Wednesday, March 10 

     Pastor Steve Meszeros, Freeway Church 

Wednesday, March 17 

     Pastor Donald Phillips, Albion College,  

                                       Brown Chapel AME 

Wednesday, March 24  

     Prophetess Ruby Coats, Kingdom Equipping  

                                        Training Center 

Wednesday, March 31 

     Pastor David Trammell, Christ Apostolic  

                                         Church 

Join at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89081470749?pw

d=bW9TQ3BGdXBYVkFSaEJOajdQNzFkUT09 

Meeting ID: 890 8147 0749 

Passcode: 552794 

Call-in Option: (312) 626-6799 

In addition to our regular Sunday worship, we 

will also gather to mark Maundy Thursday with 

a service at the church on Thursday, April 1 at 

7:00pm. This service, which commemorates 

the events of the Last Supper will include a 

celebration of Holy Communion.  

A community Good Friday service will be live-

streamed at noon on Friday, April 2. This 

service, which will be available later for re-

viewing, will include pastors and musicians 

from several community churches. The 

information on how to find the service will be 

shared once it becomes available. 

Easter Sunday, April 4, will be a joyful 

celebration of resurrection and new life. 

Details about our celebration are coming soon! 

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Ellen Wilch 

ellenwilch408@gmail.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Gary Harrison 

gwh2510@att.net 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Office Manager 
Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 
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Love to Travel?  This Invitation 
Might Be For You … 
Renowned travel expert and author Rick Steves 

will join the General Board of Higher Education 

and Ministry (GBHEM) on Tuesday, March 23 at 

8 p.m. CT for a live discussion on “Travel as a 

Spiritual Act.” 

Steves will share how his more than four 

decades of exploring off-the-beaten-path 

destinations throughout Europe and beyond 

have led to a greater understanding at home 

and unique spiritual formation. Find out how 

and why he believes experiencing people from 

different places and cultures has a unique way 

of shaping faith while promoting curiosity, 

empathy and – ultimately – growth. 

Registration for the event is free and open to 

all at www.gbhem.org. Anyone who loves travel 

or is searching for a way to foster deeper 

spiritual connection in their lives is encouraged 

to attend. 

Easter Flowers  
If you are interested in providing  

flowers for our worship space on  

Easter Sunday, order forms are  

available on the table inside Tennant Hall or 

call the church office. 

 Cost:   Hyacinth - $14.00 
     Tulips - $14.00 

     Daffodils - $17.00 

Order deadline:  Sunday, March 21 

General Conference Postponed 
Until 2022 
The Commission on the General 

Conference of the United 

Methodist Church announced 

in late February that the 

already-rescheduled 2020 

General Conference must be 

postponed until August 29 – 

September 6, 2022.  

After prayerful consideration, the 

Commission determined that it could not 

ensure full participation of all delegates due to 

several barriers, including rising COVID case 

counts worldwide, the uncertainty of vaccine 

availability in many countries, limitations on 

international travel, lack of access of 

technology and even time zone challenges. 

In response to this announcement, the Council 

of Bishops has called a one-day Special Session 

in May. You can read Bishop Bard's comments 

regarding the impact of these decisions 

here: Bishop Bard addresses GC delay - The 

Michigan Conference (michiganumc.org) 

 

 

               Prayers 
                     Jerry & Sue Rugg (Sprinkle), 

                     Marilyn Hennon, Ron Rice,  

                    Lynne Baldwin, Tom Hartwell,  

                 Jasmine Luce, Kelly Wilder, Marilyn  

               Knibury, Julia Landon, Hilda 

Ebbinghaus, Ken Bentley, Eva Rottenbiller, and 

Pastor Tom Hollowood @ home 

Barb Stowell, Missy Wyss @ Maplewood,  

                                         Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Chippewa Correctional  

                               Facility, Kincheloe 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

https://michiganumc.org/bishop-bard-addresses-gc-delay/
https://michiganumc.org/bishop-bard-addresses-gc-delay/
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              UMW Update 
                    Zoom in February chased away  

                    some of the COVID-19 gloom of  

                    the past year.  How good to see so  

                  many faces and hear your voices as  

                we shared the “thorns, roses, and  

               buds” of our present lives.  We’re 

going to Zoom again on March 9th at 1 p.m.  I 

will send out the link to all those listed in our 

UMW Directory a few days before.  If you are 

not listed there, let me know, and I’ll send you 

the link.  Anyone is welcome to join us. Our 

conversation theme this month is, “How are we 

knit together?” 

Our Heritage District UMW Spring Prayer Day is 

Saturday, March 27, 2021.  This virtual event 

will occur from 9:45 a.m-12 p.m.  To register, 

call Donna or leave your name in the church 

office by March 17th.  Music, prayer, devotions, 

and speaker will fill the morning.  Jeanette 

Harris has chosen to speak about “The 

Wonderfulness of Being One with Christ”.  

Suggested donations of $15 each would be 

appreciated.  The donations will go the Legacy 

Endowment Fund, ensuring hope for women, 

children, and youth around the world for the 

next 150 years!   

This year there will be no World Day of Prayer 

in Albion this March, but the women of Salem 

UCC hope to have an in-person gathering this 

summer when we can safely meet.  You can 

find World Day of Prayer on Facebook to see 

what other women around the world are 

planning.  We were so lucky to meet in person 

in Albion last year just before we “shut down.” 

Many people around the world had virtual 

services in 2020.  

“Brighten the corner where you are” by sending 

a note or making a phone call to someone in 

need of cheer. No masks required. Alice Cook, 

our Treasurer, will accept pledges any time. 

Zooming till we can meet in person again, 

Donna Williams, 629-6768, dlgwilliams@att.net 

Anne Lake, 517-795-7683, 

lakester28@gmail.com 

UMW Upcoming 2021 Dates 

Date Presenter Topic 

March 9 Zoom Gathering Knit Together 

March 27 Heritage District Spring Prayer  

  UMW (virtual) Day  

April 13 Jackie Holdsworth Diversity 

May 22 Steve Noble  Recycling 

Budget Adopted Despite 
Uncertainty of Coming Changes 
The Finance Committee has recommended and 

the Church Council has adopted the 2021 

annual budget. As reported in last month’s 

Spire, this year’s budget was challenging to 

produce as a result of the 12% reduction in 

pledges for this calendar year.  

Despite that challenge, our financial team was 

able to develop what is essentially a flat 

budget (few changes in most line items). The 

budget, which includes just over $195,000 in 

spending and $166,000 in anticipated revenue 

appears unbalanced on paper. Several 

mitigating factors, however, give the 

committee strong confidence in a balanced 

result. First, we ended 2020 with an 

unexpected surplus of approximately $29,000 

thanks to your faithful giving and reduced 

expenses during the pandemic. This surplus 

nearly fills the gap. In addition, a new pastor 

will change the largest line item in the budget. 

Potential cost-savings in this transition will 

also have a positive impact.  

As it does every year, the Finance Committee 

will monitor revenue and expenditures to 

ensure that the church remains fiscally stable 

and in balance. Any changes required to the 

budget will be shared with the congregation as 

they occur. If you are interested in more detail 

about the church’s finances, please talk to 

Pastor Leslee or Rick Lange. 

mailto:dlgwilliams@att.net
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Interesting Histories… 
A group of church volunteers meets on Friday 
mornings during the winter months to sort, 
clean, and organize resources in the church so 
we’ll know what we have and where it is. This 
year Barb Lange, Bonnie Bauman and Tami 
Oliver tackled the small kitchen by Wesley 
Lounge.  One of the things they found was a 
lovely silver tea service, albeit rather badly 
tarnished. 

I’m the archivist for the United Methodist 
Women (UMW) so Barb asked me if I could find 
any record of the purchase or ownership of the 
tea service.  I began by asking our UMW email 
group if they remembered anything about a tea 
service which led to an enjoyable series of 
email exchanges.  I found the answer to Barb’s 
question in the Women’s Society of Christian 
Service (WSCS the precursor of UMW) 
treasurer’s records for 1958.  The record 
showed that the silver service was purchased 
through Scott Tuthill’s jewelry store for 
$253.51 on September 24, 1958.  There was a 
notation about a memorial which I had 
difficulty deciphering; it looked something like 
Loud or Lord Memorial. 

Carol Maynard who has chaired the church 
memorial committee for many years took that 
notation as a personal research challenge and 
found the answer for all of us.  Asenath Loud 
joined our church by transfer to the Albion 
Presbyterian Church 
on October 9, 
1949.  She died on 
January 27, 1956. 

In the Memorial book 
the memorial is 
listed as:  Women's 
Society of Christian 
Service memorial 
gift honoring 
Asenath Loud.  Silver 
tea service.   

The tea service is quite charming.  The 
inscription on the bottom indicates “Hand 
Chased” which means that the scrolls and 
designs on the outside are hand done, using 
either stamps or engraving tool.  The art work 
is perhaps more valuable than the metal itself.  

A team of volunteers is now polishing the tea 
service which we plan to display later this year. 

Marilyn Sprinkle put it nicely, “Thanks to all 
who put so much effort into locating and 
sharing this information.  It has been 
interesting and the bonus is the contact with 
all of you.”  This project has, indeed, made us 
feel more like a group during these rather 
trying “distancing” times. 

About the main kitchen:  In the November 7, 
1958 minutes I found a rather lengthy report on 
the furnishing of the kitchen which I thought 
some of you might find interesting: 

“Mrs. W. L. Neil was present and spoke 
concerning furnishing the kitchen.  The 
ovens, stoves, hot table, coffee urns, and 
the water heater were gifts from the gas 
company.  We paid for the installation of 
these items, which included a $400 stand 
to sit the coffee urn on and fitting for 
the gas equipment.  The dishwasher cost 
close to $1,000.  We put in stainless steel 
tables and the disposal.  The big 
refrigerator which has 4 doors, provides 
room for 20 trays.  We have installed 
sinks including the big 3 compartment 
sink of stainless steel and drainboards. 

The service counter with Formica top is 
Woman’s Society installed.  There are 
also 6 carts for storing service for 50 
people. 

Some discussion developed concerning the 
building of shelves to get the dishes off 
the floor before the bazaar dinner.  Mrs. 
Stowell and Mrs. Pahl volunteered to talk 
to Dr. Tennant…” 

Of course, many of those items have been 
replaced since 1958, but what a formidable 
undertaking!  I always wondered why we 
bought those enormous coffee urns, now 
removed, which must have been a nightmare to 
clean, and now know they were a gift; perhaps 
the height of fashion and technology at the 
time. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn Gaswick 

Photo: Courtesy of Barb Lange



 

  


