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Greetings! 

My name is Joel Fitzgerald and  

I am excited to begin ministry  

as your pastor July 1. As you  

may have heard, I have some  

experience with the good folk  

of Albion First UMC. I attended Albion  

College from 2004-2008, and in my time there I 

attended Albion First. So, I already know and 

have experienced your welcome and hospitable 

nature. I also have learned about all the good 

work you are doing now. I’m impressed by your 

commitment to the community and your 

willingness to engage with a hurting world. I’m 

humbled to be following such a great leader in 

Pastor Leslee, and I know she has done amazing 

work with you. In this time of pandemic and 

racial reckoning, your faithfulness is truly 

remarkable, and I am very excited to work 

alongside you.  

                            Besides myself, my wife, 

                               two sons, and dog will be 

                                 be moving to Albion as 

                                 well. My wife Erin  

                                 graduated with me from  

                               Albion in 2008, and will  

                            be the Senior Pastor of 

Marshall UMC.  My son Michael will be starting 

kindergarten at Harrington in the fall and my son 

Samuel, who just turned 1, will be in daycare. 

Our 11-year-old dog Lucky will probably spend 

most of her time sleeping.  

In the months ahead, I invite your prayers for 

me and my family as we pack and move, for 

Pastor Leslee as she packs and transitions to 

her new church, and for all churches involved.  

Peace,  

Pastor Joel 

June 2021 

Christian Sympathy 2 

Leadership Listing 

Piecemakers II 

Prayers 

 

Church Finances Lagging a 3 

     Little Through First  

     Quarter 

Don’t Forget!  Farewell Party! 

French Will Provide Virtual 

     Worship Technical Support 

“The Times They Are a 

     Changin’” 

UMW Update 

 

Calendar 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow Jesus; Love Everyone 

First United Methodist Church 

www.albionfirst.org 

find us on Facebook 

600 East Michigan Avenue 

Albion, MI 49224 

(517) 629-9425 



2 

Prayers 
Terry Bobzien, Fred and Shelly 

Wilder, Marilyn Hennon, Julia 

Landon, Tom Hartwell, Kelly 

Wilder, Hilda Ebbinghaus, Eva 

Rottenbiller, Joe Jackson, and 

Pastor Tom Hollowood @ home 

Ray Campbell @ Marshall Nursing and Rehab  

        Center 

Miriam Daly @ Kresge Center, UMRC, Chelsea 

Jacob Howarth, nephew of Sally Ammerman 

    @ Harrisburg, PA 

Barb Stowell, Missy Wyss @ Maplewood,  

                                         Marshall 

Lynne Baldwin @ Advantage Living and Senior 

        Care, Battle Creek 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Chippewa Correctional  

                               Facility, Kincheloe 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Towsley Village, Chelsea 

PIECEMAKERS ll  
Tuesday, June 8  

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Lounge 

Calling knitters and crocheters to join in 

making plans for a new project. We plan to 

create dishcloths to be given out on a day in 

December when The Community Table of 

Albion distributes food. 

Don’t knit or crochet? In November, there will 

be a need for people to attach small candy 

canes to each dishcloth to make them more 

festive.  So, bring your handiwork and join us 

to share ideas and patterns.  

If you would like to participate but are unable 

to attend, call Marilyn Sprinkle at (517) 857-

2852 or (517) 812-3311 for further details.

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Ellen Wilch 

ellenwilch408@gmail.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Gary Harrison 

gwh2510@att.net 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir/Handbell 

Director 
Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Office Manager 
Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

 

Christian Sympathy 
Ken Bentley passed away on 
Monday, May 17, 2021.  We trust 
that God is wrapping Beverly and 
the family in love and we join in 
upholding and praying for all who 

mourn his loss.  A celebration will be 
held on Saturday, June 5, from 2-5pm, 

at the Albion Elks. 
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Don’t Forget! Farewell Party!  
On Sunday, June 13th, join us to say farewell to 

Pastor Leslee.  We’ll worship together and, 

following the service, we will honor Pastor 

Leslee at an outdoor 

picnic.  If you have 

not already RSVP’d, 

please call the 

church office. 

If you wish to give  

a personal gift or 

write a card to 

Pastor Leslee, there 

will be an 

opportunity to drop 

it in a “well wishes” 

basket at the event. 

Make checks payable to First United Methodist 

Church with a notation that it is a gift for 

Pastor Leslee Fritz. (NOTE: A gift such as this is 

not tax deductible.) 

Church Finances Lagging A Little 

Through First Quarter 
The passage of time seems to be about the only 

thing unaffected by the on-going uncertainty 

and disruption with which we live. The church 

budget continues to feel the effects of it all. 

Through the first quarter of 2021, pledged 

giving was more than 10 percent below 

expectations. This is not completely 

unexpected given everything that’s going on, 

but can become a problem if it continues. If 

you’ve made a pledge this year, please check 

to see if it’s up-to-date. The good news is that 

spending continues to run below projections. 

For the first quarter of this year, we spent 

approximately $7,000 less than we projected, 

helping to off-set the reduced giving. Thank 

you for your continued faithful support of the 

church and its mission. Check back for more 

updates as the year progresses. 

French Will Provide Virtual 

Worship Technical Support  
As noted in the April edition of The Spire, 

we’ve been looking to hire someone who can 

provide technical assistance in designing, 

recording and producing our virtual worship 

services. Last week, the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee voted to offer the role to Brennen 

French. Brennen, who was raised in the church, 

is now living in Hopkins, MI with his wife, 

Kelsey, who is a United Methodist pastor. While 

we won’t see a lot of Brennen around the 

church, his help will be invaluable during this 

time of transition and for Pastor Joel in the 

months ahead. This position is possible thanks 

to a generous gift made to the church at the 

end of 2020. Welcome, Brennen! 

“The Times They Are a Changin’” 
Bob Dylan might have said it first, but it’s true 

at Albion FUMC too. Beginning 

Tuesday, June 1, our church 

office hours are changing. The 

church office will be open 

Monday thru Thursday from 

8:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. and 

closed on Friday.  

              UMW Update 

                    We will have our next meeting,  

                     our Summer Refresher, in July. 

                     It will be at Polly Moore’s home. 

                    Stay tuned for details.  

                 Registration for Virtual Mission U  

                is open.  Contact Donna Williams for 

further information. 
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