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Grace and Peace to you in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our risen Lord!  

Twelve Sundays have passed since we last 

worshipped in person. During this time, we 

have prayed for the health and safety of our 

loved ones and our communities and we have 

stayed home and stayed apart to do our part. 

As summer bursts forth, we are anxious to re-

engage our regular activities, including in our 

churches. Faith leaders are working hard to 

ensure that happens safely.   

I confess that I am truly conflicted about re-

opening our building. Like you, I long to be 

together and yet I recognize that most of us are 

at high risk of severe consequences from this 

virus and our first priority must be to protect 

one another. 

This internal conflict has pushed me to seek 

guidance from many sources to ensure we are 

attending carefully to public health, the 

common good and the well-being of others.  

Our initial proposal is detailed on page 3. Know 

that it is a work-in-progress. We will continue 

to listen to the advice of public health experts 

and adapt as necessary. Please review these 

initial plans. Your feedback is always welcome. 

Blessings, 

Leslee 
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Prayers 
Lynne Baldwin, Tom Chisholm,             

Rosemary Dininny, Ron Rice,                       

Dave Seely, Tom Hartwell,                     

Jasmine Luce, Greg Metzler,                      

Kelly Wilder, Marilyn Knibury, Susan       

Connor, Julia Landon, Hilda Ebbinghaus, 

Barbara Slaughter, Eva Rottenbiller, Ken 

Bentley, and Pastor Tom Hollowood @ home 

Barb Stowell @ Maplewood, Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Chippewa Correctional  

                               Facility, Kincheloe 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Wesley 

Renovation Team 

Begins Important 

Conversation 

About The Future 
A group of long-time members and newcomers, 

alike, have begun the work of considering 

necessary upgrades to ensure that Wesley 

Chapel and Wesley Lounge can continue to 

meet the church’s worship and fellowship 

needs in the years ahead.  

This team, whose creation was authorized by 

the Church Council late last year, is tasked 

with assessing our current and future needs, 

considering the size and scope of needed work 

and developing a proposal (or multiple 

proposals) for consideration by the Church 

Council and Charge Conference.  

An affirmative vote of our membership is 

required for any renovation or remodeling 

project to proceed. 

If you’re not a part of this team, don’t worry. 

Should we decide, as a congregation, to move 

forward with a project like this, everyone’s 

input and skills will be needed. Stay tuned for 

additional updates as the team’s work 

continues.

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 
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Coming Together Again 
We recognize that, whenever 

we can safely gather again, life 

will not simply return to what it 

was before COVID-19; therefore, 

how we live out our call to 

mission and ministry must 

change and adapt.  

As we prepare for in-person 

worship and events, we affirm 

our shared values: 

• We remain committed to caring for 

neighbor and acting in the interest of the 

common good. 

• We remain committed to the Albion FUMC 

mission of loving all people and doing all 

that we can to serve and support our 

community.  

• We will listen to the guidance of public 

health experts in order to care for the 

health, safety and well-being of all who 

enter our doors. 

WORSHIP 

We are tentatively planning an outdoor, in-

person worship experience for Sunday, June 21. 

More details for this service are coming soon. 

Current data and recommendations make this 

plan appear workable, but we know that the 

situation is fluid. Stay-at-home orders could be 

reinstated or local public health data may 

indicate that a gathering is too risky.  

When we gather, we will observe 

recommended safety protocols, including: 

• Masks will be worn and safe distance will 

be maintained between family groups 

• Offering plates, hymnals, bulletins and 

other multi-touch items will not be used 

• Choral and congregational singing will be 

allowed only in certain conditions 

• Fellowship time will be significantly limited 

or eliminated 

• Additional cleaning will be required for 

high-touch areas, including restrooms, light 

switches, countertops, door knobs and 

railings. 

Worship will feel different.  

It will take some time for all of us to adjust, 

but as we have learned over the last few 

months, we can worship God in lots of different 

ways and I trust that if we remain committed 

to our shared values, we can worship together 

safely and joyfully.   

OUR BUILDING  

At this time, the office will remain closed and 

no non-essential meetings or events will be 

allowed in the building. Leslee, Cindi, Lynn and 

Larry will continue to come to the church, as 

needed, to perform their duties.  

As the Governor’s Stay Home, Stay Safe order is 

eased, we will continually reevaluate building 

usage, continuing to prioritize the health and 

safety of our staff, congregants and visitors.  
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Christian Sympathy 
Jackie Holdsworth's mother, 

Marion, age 102, passed away on 

May 16.  We are thankful for the 

blessing of Marion’s long life and 

ask you to keep Jackie and the 

family in your thoughts and prayers 

during this difficult time. 

 

 

Looking for our On-Line Worship? 

If you aren’t on our church email list (or 

Facebook friends with Pastor Leslee or the 

church) you might not know … our Sunday 

worship services and Pastor Leslee’s mid-week 

reflections are all available on YouTube.  

Just go to www.youtube.com and type Albion 

First United Methodist Church in the search bar 

at the top to see all that we’ve been up to 

recently.  

Please also consider providing us with an email 

address so you can receive updates and 

information in a more timely manner. 

A Little 

Extra Care 

From the 

FUMC 

Kitchen 

Last month, we 

shared that Teri 

Nelson and Barb 

Lange had 

volunteered 

their time and 

talents to help support for the community’s on-

going food distribution.  

Their work to turn odd ingredients and left-

over supplies into delicious foods, including 

soups, sides and desserts has offered an extra 

touch of homemade care to so many friends 

and neighbors. 

These two remarkable women have produced 

an amazing amount of food. To date: 

• 177 quarts and pints of soup 

• 146 other entrees 

• 239 sides and salads 

• 111 2-packs of muffins 

• 264 2-packs of cookies 

• 62 other desserts  

Thanks, Teri and Barb, for putting your faith 

into action! 
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