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Friends, 

I know it’s a cliché, but January has simply 

flown by.   

Just yesterday, we were welcoming the new 

year and praying it would bring a return to some 

semblance of our “normal” lives and now we are 

five Sundays into the year and just days away 

from Lent. 

This year, we will embark on a Lenten journey. 

It won’t be somber, but it will be serious so we 

can bring our full selves to God’s table. It is 

worth the effort as we are able to embrace the 

fullness of the promise of Resurrection and live 

as disciples of Jesus Christ. Even though it feels 

as if we have been stuck in a yearlong season of 

Lent, we need the season; we need the 

observance to open us to all that God has in 

store for us. Together, we will claim the 

promise. 

Our journey begins at 7pm on Ash Wednesday 

(February 17) when we’ll gather in worship for 

the first time since November.  Throughout 

Lent, we’ll worship, fellowship, study and 

reflect together in whatever way we can safely 

do so. 

I look forward to traveling this path together. 

Pastor Leslee
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February at FUMC 

As vaccinations increase and the local test 

positivity rate and other health indicators trend 

in the right direction, we are cautiously 

optimistic that we will be able to come 

together (with proper safety precautions, of 

course) for the Lenten season which begins 

with Ash Wednesday. The February schedule 

includes two more Sundays of virtual worship 

before we gather in person on the 17th. Please 

continue to exercise caution, making your 

safety and the safety of others your priority. 

Virtual options will be available for anyone 

needing to worship with us remotely. 

Sunday, February 7 – Worship 

Virtual worship with guest preacher, Rev. Carrie 

Wegenast.  No Zoom Fellowship. 

Sunday, February 14 – Worship 
Virtual worship with guest preacher, Rev. Kim 

Bos, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Ferris 

State University.  No Zoom Fellowship. 

Wednesday, February 17 –  

     Ash Wednesday   

As Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

This time of reflection and repentance will be 

our return to in-person gatherings. We will 

share this special time together in Tennant 

Hall. Ashes will be available during the service 

for self-imposition. 

Sunday, February 21 – Worship 

     1st Week of Lent 
Return to In-Person Worship 

Gather in Tennant Hall as we begin the Lenten 

Season with worship together. 

Sunday, February 28 - Worship 

     2nd Week of Lent 
Gather in Tennant Hall for week 2 of our Lenten 

worship together. 

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Gary Harrison 

gwh2510@att.net 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Office Manager 
Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

 

          Christian Sympathy 
              Our deepest condolences to Nancy  
             Sprandel on the death of her son-in- 
             law, Ken, on Tuesday, January 26.    
           Please surround Nancy, Cheri, their kids 
and grandkids with your prayers. 
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Guest Pastors will Share the Good 

News in February 
Pastor Leslee is taking a short break. She needs 
it … have you talked to her lately? She’s pretty 
cranky. 

Rev. Carrie Kreps Wegenast, an elder in the 

United Methodist Church, 

currently serves as a 

Chaplain for Tyson Foods, 

Inc. in New London, WI. 

Each day she enters the 

food processing plant, 

passes through the turn 

styles, swipes her badge 

and changes from street shoes to steel toed 

boots. Instead of a robe and stole, her uniform 

for ministry is a hard hat, eye protection, ear 

plugs, and in the time of COVID19, a facemask 

and shield. As the Chaplain, Carrie provides 

spiritual, emotional and mental health care to 

over 900 team members of rural American 

white, Hmong (from Laos), or Hispanic descent. 

Chaplain Carrie will share some of her 

experiences providing pastoral care in this 

unusual setting on Sunday, February 7. 

Pastor Kim Bos serves as the Executive 

Director of the 

Wesley 

Foundation at 

Ferris State 

University. 

Originally from 

Muskegon, Kim 

got degrees in 

Public Policy 

and Education 

from Michigan 

State University and South Dakota University 

before answering God’s call to ministry. Kim 

graduated from Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary and is now working her way through 

the ordination process. She and Pastor Leslee 

were commissioned together in 2019. Kim will 

share her unique perspective on doing ministry 

with college students with us on Sunday, 

February 14. 

Prayers 
Jerry & Sue Rugg (Sprinkle), 

Steven Arndt (Armstrong), 

Marilyn Hennon, Ron Rice,  

Lynne Baldwin, Tom Hartwell,  

Jasmine Luce, Kelly Wilder, Marilyn  

Knibury, Julia Landon, Hilda Ebbinghaus, Ken 

Bentley, Eva Rottenbiller, and Pastor Tom 

Hollowood @ home 

Barb Stowell, Missy Wyss @ Maplewood,  

                                         Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Chippewa Correctional  

                               Facility, Kincheloe 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Lenten Small 
Groups Offered  
Last year, Pastor 

Leslee offered a five-

week study for Lent 

that only made it one 

week before the early 

days of the pandemic 

shut it down. Ever 

hopeful, she’s 

committed to trying 

again this year. 

Susan Robb’s Seven Words: 

Listening to Christ from the 

Cross will encourage us to 

listen anew to Jesus’ last 

words as we discover what 

he most wanted us (and the 

world) to hear. We will 

experience an intimate and divine awe and 

renewed hope as we draw near to the cross. 

Two options are available for this six week 

study. A small group (limited to 8) will meet in 

person on Sundays at 4:00pm, beginning 

February 21. A Zoom group will meet on 

Thursdays at 2:00pm, beginning February 25 .  

Please indicate your interest to the office or to 

Pastor Leslee by Friday, February 12.
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2021 Budget Will Be Tight 
When the Finance Committee meets to finalize 

our annual budget this month, they will have 

less money to work with than in recent years. 

While more than 20 families were able to 

return to pledging or increase their giving, 

another 20 needed to reduce or end their 

pledges. As a result, pledged giving in 2021 is 

expected to be nearly $19,000, or almost 12 

percent, below current levels. 

The financial news is not completely bleak, 

however. Thanks to your faithful giving in the 

midst of last year’s challenges and lower-than-

expected costs, we closed 2020 in stronger 

financial condition than many churches. Giving 

came in just 1.3% below expectations while 

expenses were down more than 10%. This will 

allow the committee a few extra options in 

considering how to manage a tighter budget. 

Once the date of this month’s meeting is set, 

we’ll share it for anyone wishing to observe. 

Roof Repair Underway 
Have you noticed the large lift in the church 

yard recently? That lift is a part of the work 

that has begun to repair the leaking cupola 

which is letting water into the attic. The 

Trustees, with support from the Finance 

Committee, have been working hard to find 

the right company to do this tricky work. Our 

high metal roof creates unique challenges for 

this kind of a project.  

The repairs, which began on January 22, 

should be completed in the next week or 

two. 

Photo credit: Gary Harrison 

UMW Update 

                   Let's Get Together 

                   It's been a loooong time!  Please  

                   join us for a Zoom meeting for  

                 sharing our lives in these times... 

               to visit, laugh, and pray for an hour  

              on Tuesday, February 9, 2021, at  

1:00 p.m.  You can join by phone, computer, 

or pad.   

Please let Donna Williams know if you want to 

participate.  She will send you the Zoom link on 

Monday, February 8th.   

Blessings always, 

Donna Williams and Anne Lake 

Upcoming 2021 Dates 

Date Presenter Topic 

February 9 ZOOM Meeting 

April 13 Jackie Holdsworth Diversity 

May 22 Steve Noble  Recycling 
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