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Friends, 

Last week, I had one of those unexpected 
surprises from the past. Thankfully, this was 
the good kind of surprise. A friend I hadn’t 
spoken to in more than 20 years reached out.  

Cheryn was not just a friend, really. She was a 
teacher and mentor. She taught me 7th grade 
English and convinced me to sing and dance in 
a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
She coached me to a state championship in 
debate. She was one of the first people outside 
of my family who believed I was capable of 
anything and she encouraged me to believe it, 
too. 

And then we lost touch. I involved her in 
something I never should have and I let guilt 
and fear keep me from ever contacting her 
again. I was certain she was mad and I couldn’t 
bear it so I was simply silent ... for 20 years. 

As, you’ve probably guessed, she wasn’t mad. 
In fact, she barely remembered the incident for 
which I had carried my guilt for so long. We’ve 
exchanged emails and photos and soon we will 
meet for lunch to truly catch up on the time 
that has passed. 

What is fear keeping you from doing today? 
Have you walked away from a relationship over 
a misunderstanding or misplaced guilt? 
Scripture reminds us that “God has not given us 
a spirit of fear, but of power and love …” (2 
Tim. 1:7). Step out in that spirit of love to 
serve your neighbor, to grow in understanding, 
or to build new, or renewed relationships. You 
just might be surprised by the effect it has on 
you. See you on Sunday. 

Pastor Leslee 
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Rev. LuAnn 

Rourke to lead 

Heritage District 

Elizabeth Hill, our 

current District 

Superintendent, will 

be retiring in January. 

Recently, Bishop David 

Bard announced the 

appointment of Rev. 

LuAnn Rourke to succeed her. Rev. Rourke will 

be installed as District Superintendent at this 

year’s Annual Conference and will begin her 

new duties on July 1. 

Rev. Rourke is currently the pastor of First 

United Methodist Church of Port Huron. 

Previously, she served congregations in Clio, 

Seymour Lake, and Swartz Creek. In announcing 

her appointment to the Heritage District, 

Bishop Bard highlighted her significant work in 

the Michigan Conference in the areas of church 

growth and revitalization. “Rev. Rourke has a 

passion to see local churches be their best in 

ministry for Jesus Christ,” Bishop Bard said, 

“She is a strategic thinker with genuine care 

and concern for persons and their lives.” 

Prayers 
Jasmine Luce, Tom Hartwell,  

Hilda Ebbinghaus, Dave Seely,  

Greg Metzler, Barbara Slaughter,  

and Pastor Tom Hollowood @  

home 

Barb Stowell @ Oaklawn Hospital 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Alger Correctional Facility,  

                               Munising 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

 

  Ash Wednesday  

    observance 

   Feb. 26 at 5:30 

 Fellowship Lounge 

Come share soup and salad  

supper followed by special Ash Wednesday 

observance.  Program will conclude in time for 

bell ringers to assemble for rehearsal at 7PM. 
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Albion FUMC Serving Our Community 
The people of Albion FUMC are committed to 

loving our neighbors by providing hope, 

opportunity, food and little entertainment 

wherever we can.  

In 2019, through our House By the Side of the 

Road fund, our Baby Pantry, our Piecemakers 

group and our Community Vacation Bible 

School, we helped 642 people in our area with 

a warm blanket, a clean diaper, a connection 

to needed services or resources, a meal, and so 

much more. Thanks to your support and 

volunteer hours, and the hard work of our 

staff, we are helping people experience God’s 

love through us. 

And we’re just 

getting started! We 

plan to do even 

more in 2020 and 

we’re off to a great 

start. On Monday, 

January 20, nearly 

40 church and 

community members came together to enjoy 

an afternoon at the Bohm. The movie, Akeelah 

and the Bee, inspired us and the connections 

we made were even better. 

On Tuesday, January 28, we sponsored the first 

Albion FUMC Helping Hand food distribution at 

the Food Hub. Dozens of volunteers (and almost 

all of the Albion College football team) helped 

unload, sort, pack and distribute thousands of 

pounds of food. Once the doors opened, it took 

less than 2 hours to distribute enough food to 

feed at least 565 people. Remarkably, more 

than 60% of those who came through were first-

time aid recipients. 

 

Upcoming Service Opportunities: 

Tuesday, February 25  Helping Hand Food 

Distribution 

Sign-up on clipboard at the church 

Saturday, February 29  CAA Walk for Warmth 

https://www.caascm.org/menus/walk-for-

warmth.html  

March 3-7  Habitat for Humanity Albion 

Women’s Build! 

Details coming soon  

 

  

Rick and Barb Lange, Carolyn 

Gaswick, and Ellen Wilch help 

unpack meat before the first 

Helping Hand food distribution 

last week. 

Photo credit: Laura Overholt 

https://www.caascm.org/menus/walk-for-warmth.html
https://www.caascm.org/menus/walk-for-warmth.html
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Congregational Update Meeting to be 

Held February 9 

There is a lot happening in the life of our 

church. The denomination is talking about 

splitting. Albion College and the Conference 

Archives continue to be interested in using 

some of our building. The conversation about 

renovating Wesley Chapel is beginning. We are 

engaging in new outreach and have more 

planned for the year ahead. There is a lot to 

talk about.  

On Sunday, February 9, Pastor Leslee will 

provide an update and lead a conversation 

about all of it following worship. If you have 

questions, concerns, or just want to stay 

engaged, join us at 11:15 in the chapel. 

Did You Know?  
The church has walkers, canes 

and two wheelchairs that can 

be loaned out for 

temporary use.  Please 

call the church office 

if you have need of any 

of these.  

Reminder about Non-cash Donation 

Policy 

The Trustees would like to remind our 

congregation that we cannot directly accept 

unsolicited donations of non-cash gifts, for 

example, electronics, household items, general 

furniture, medical furniture, or hardware. 

There is a procedure for this purpose. 

In the spring of 2018, the Trustees developed a 

“Policy on the Acceptance of Non-Cash Gifts” 

which outlines a procedure to follow if you 

have an item(s) which you want to give to the 

church for its use. This policy can be obtained 

from the church office or any Trustee. Please 

note that this policy does not apply to items 

being donated to Women United for their sale. 

Please direct any questions about this policy or 

the physical property of the church and its 

parsonage to your Trustees Committee. 

Barbara Rafaill, Chair of Trustees 
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 What a Few Women (with 
a little help from our 
friends) Can Do 
As UMW heads into 2020, we 

continue to reorganize and 

streamline our unit while struggling 

to hang on to our beloved traditions. 

We have consolidated into one 

Circle, led by Sally Ammerman, 

Polly Moore and Carolyn Gaswick.  

We used to have 5!  We will meet on 

the second Tuesday of the month, at 

1 PM, in Wesley Lounge, unless 

otherwise noted.   

Everyone who attended worship on 

December 8, took part in 

Ingathering, which was previously a 

separate UMW worship service 

organized to celebrate and collect money for 

local missions. Together, we gave more than 

$3,000 to benefit the Albion Food Hub ($1,000), 

SAFE Place ($1,096), the Chelsea Methodist 

Retirement Community ($400), Community 

House in Grand Rapids ($100), S.I.S ($200)., 

and Vision of Life Community Outreach Center 

($300).  Joining together with the larger 

congregation to bring awareness of local needs 

and the initiatives working to meet those needs 

makes sense. In baking terms, maybe our UMW 

purpose is changing to be more like leaven than 

flour. 

Ingathering is just one way the UMW supports 

smission. Alice Cook, faithful UMW Treasurer, 

shared the full 2019 giving report at a recent 

meeting.  She joyfully pointed out that, despite 

our small numbers, we had fulfilled our Pledge 

to Mission of $2,500 as well as significantly 

exceeding our Ingathering goal. 

Thank you to all who measured, mixed, 

cooked, stirred, stretched, broke, packed, and 

laughed together a few Sunday afternoons in 

November and December.  The peanut brittle 

profit is over $700.  “Aunt Donna, it’s 

addictive!”, “Grandma, may I have some for 

my girlfriend?”, “Mom, you didn’t forget!”, 

“John, please eat the rest of this container 

before I do!”  

But we are not all about money, or peanut 

brittle. A small group gathered in January to be 

awed by the beauty, dimensions, and 

inspiration seen in churches and cathedrals of 

Barcelona as shared by Darlene Chisholm.  This 

month we look forward to Bruce Nelson telling 

us about the “Mystical Theology of Phoebe 

Palmer.” We’ll gather at Alice Cook’s home this 

month. Some of us will begin preparation for 

World Day of Prayer, at Bethel Baptist,  March 

6th or 7th, “Rise! Take your Mat and Walk” 

written by the WDP Committee of Zimbabwe. 

We welcome everyone to join us. With a little 

help from our friends and our friend in Jesus, 

we will continue to make a difference in this 

community and the world. 

Happy New Year and blessings always, 

Polly Moore & Donna Williams 

 



 

 

 

 

 


