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Friends, 

By now, we are usually well in to the hustle 

and bustle of the holiday season: anticipating 

gatherings and parties, planning for family 

visits, shopping and decorating. This year, most 

of us feel anything but festive. We feel stuck, 

uncertain about what to plan and how to keep 

ourselves and our loved ones safe. It isn’t the 

holiday season any of us anticipated. 

And yet, in the midst of our anxiety and 

disappointment, our Savior comes once again. 

And perhaps, this year more than ever, we will 

experience the anticipation and the hope of 

this season in a new and wonderful way. 

Perhaps, now, we will hear Isaiah’s plea to 

“tear open the heavens … and make your name 

known,” with greater clarity. Perhaps, we will 

share Mary’s wonder and the shepherds’ 

amazement anew. Perhaps we will hear the 

words, “for unto you a child is born,” with a 

deeper sense of appreciation.  

My prayer this holiday season is that in this 

time of longing for safety, health and 

normalcy, we will also recognize and celebrate 

our longing for forgiveness, salvation and a new 

beginning. I pray that we will, once again, hear 

God’s message of light and hope in our world of 

darkness and that we will allow the coming of 

the Christ child to transform us through the 

healing power of love. 

In the coming weeks, we will await the coming 

Savior, celebrating with music, worship and 

praise. While the methods may feel strange, 

the message remains the same: God is with us! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Leslee 
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Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Sharon Hostetler 

shostetler@albion.edu 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-

Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Office Manager 
Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

Office Holiday Schedule 
Please note that the church office  

will be closed on Wednesday, December 23 

through Friday, December 25 and again from 

Wednesday, December 30, through Friday, 

January 1, in observance of Christmas and New 

Year’s holidays. Pastor Leslee is always 

reachable using phone, text or email when the 

church office is closed. Please do not hesitate 

to contact her if assistance is needed. 

December at Albion FUMC 
While COVID-19 has forced us to return to 
virtual worship, we will still be celebrating the 
season! 

Thursday, December 3 

Virtual Bible Study @ 8:00 am 

Our weekly meeting is now via Zoom. Get the 

link from Pastor Leslee and join in! 

Sunday, December 6 Advent, Week 2 

Virtual worship with Zoom fellowship at 

11:00 am 

Thursday, December 10 

Virtual Bible Study @ 8:00 am 

Sunday, December 13 Advent, Week 3 

Virtual worship with Zoom fellowship at 

11:00 am 

Monday, December 14 

Coffee and Conversation with the Pastor @ 

10:00am 

This month’s gathering will be held via Zoom. 

Watch for the link and join the conversation. 

Thursday, December 17 

Virtual Bible Study @ 8:00 am 

Sunday, December 20 Advent, Week 4 

Virtual worship with Zoom fellowship at 

11:00 am 

Thursday, December 24 

Christmas Eve worship 

This is still a work in progress … details coming 

soon! 

Sunday, December 27 

Virtual worship with Zoom fellowship at 

11:00 am
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Prayers 
Marilyn Hennon, Jean Zander,  

Lynne Baldwin, Ron Rice, Tom  

Hartwell, Jasmine Luce, Greg  

Metzler, Kelly Wilder, Marilyn  

Knibury, Julia Landon, Shelley Wilder, 

Hilda Ebbinghaus, Eva Rottenbiller, Missy Wyss, 

Ken Bentley, and Pastor Tom Hollowood @ home 

Paul Wuori @ Borgess Hospital, Kalamazoo 

Barb Stowell @ Maplewood, Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Chippewa Correctional  

                               Facility, Kincheloe 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Advent Series Explores The 

Power of a Name 
“…and he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” (Is 9:6) We have lots of name for the 

Christ-child who is to come. This year, we will 

explore what some of those names tell us 

about the one who is to come. Pastor Leslee’s 

new sermon series began on Sunday, November 

29, and will continue throughout Advent. 

Fair Trade Shopping 

for  the Holidays 
In this crazy year when every- 

thing is different, Jake Weber 

 is still coordinating a SERRV sale, so we can 

support fair-trade producers and small business 

enterprises around the world while we do a 

little holiday shopping. This year’s sale is 

online-only, but still with no additional 

shipping charges. And Jake will even deliver 

your order to you.  

To support this great cause:  

• go to www.serrv.org. Login with 

jweber@albion.edu and password 

albion49224 

• Click on “WISH LIST” – choose “Add a wish 

list.” 

• Create your list (make up a name if you 

want to keep it private). Once done, start 

browsing! 

• When you find something you want to 

purchase, instead of choosing “Add to 

cart,” choose “Add to wish list” and 

choose your wish list. 

• Once you’ve finished shopping, let Jake 

know if you created a private name so 

she’ll know how to find you.  

Lists must be created by Saturday, December 5. 

Jake will contact you to confirm your order. She 

will only place your order once she’s spoken to 

you. Please feel free to share this information 

with anyone who might be looking for an 

alternative to big-box stores and Fortune 500 

companies. Just remember, delivery is only 

local!  

  

file:///C:/Users/Main%20Office/Desktop/Spire/2020/12/www.serrv.org
file:///C:/Users/Main%20Office/Desktop/Spire/2020/12/jweber@albion.edu
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The Albion Food Distribution is currently 

trying to meet the increasing needs of over 250 

families in the Albion area with food needs. 

S.A.F.E. Place exists to provide safety to 

empower and advocate for victims of domestic 

violence and their families.  They stress early 

intervention, strengthening families, and 

providing a continuum of care through 

community resources and referrals. 

United Methodist Retirement Community 

Benevolent Fund (Chelsea) helps meet the 

needs of persons living in the Methodist 

Retirement Community. 

United Methodist Community House’s  

(Grand Rapids) mission is to increase the 

ability of children, youth, adults and families  

to succeed in a diverse community. 

S.I.S. (Sisters Influencing Society) is a 

mentoring program for young women ages 14-

19 in Albion to help them develop important 

life skills, learn about the world of work, build 

self-confidence, improve school performance 

and help them plan for the future. 

Vision of Life Community Outreach Center is 

dedicated to providing opportunities for youth 

and seniors to mix, relate and learn from one 

another.  Their action team is dedicated to 

improving the community at large and focusing 

on the development of youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ingathering Budget for 2020 

Albion Food Distribution  

(formerly Albion Food Hub) .... $1,000 

S.A.F.E. Place ........................ 300 

United Methodist Retirement –  

Community Benevolent Fund  

(Chelsea) ............................. 200 

United Methodist Community  

House (Grand Rapids) ............... 100 

S.I.S. (Sisters Influencing Society) 200 

Vision of Life Community  

Outreach Center ..................... 300 

 $2,100 

Any remainder to S.A.F.E. Place 

Ingathering Time is Here! 
This is a special UMW project to gather 

funds to support the needs of those 

around us.  Ingathering will be 

celebrated this year on December 6.  

We are inviting the entire church to 

participate by making a special 

donation to support the Ingathering 

Budget. 

Please make your check out to UMW 

and write “Ingathering” on  

the memo line.   

Return it to the church:  

     600 E. Michigan Avenue 

     Albion, MI  49224. 

Thank You 
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Giving Helps 

Support our 

Mission 
This undoubtedly 

will be one of the most unique Christmas 

seasons that we experience. We need to 

continue to remember the blessings we have 

already received, primarily a strong and 

creative faith leader who is supporting us as  

we work our way through distance worshiping.  

Besides adjusting to a new style of worshiping, 

Pastor Leslee and her elves created Advent 

Season candles to help maintain our sense of 

community. Last week we helped to feed over 

400 families in our community. Due to changes 

in the staffing at the Food Hub and other 

leadership issues, Pastor Leslee has become a 

default leader of that effort. These are just a 

few of the gifts provided for not only our 

church family but also our community through 

spiritual leadership that we have been blessed 

with in our Pastor.  

While I could go on, I will not. This note is not 

about these blessings that our church provides 

to our community but a reminder to faithfully 

give.  Just as we all experience with 

maintaining our households, it costs money to 

continue to support our efforts in our 

community, to care for our church building and 

to support our church family.   

As one of the leaders of your church, I want to 

say thank you for your continuing generosity.  

Through your tithing we continue to reach out 

and not only put food on people’s tables but 

continue to enjoy a strong worship experience 

while we are unable to gather in our church 

home. Being able to accomplish what we do is 

a strong indicator of God’s blessing bestowed 

upon us each and every day.   

As we close out our stewardship campaign and 

prepare for 2021, prayerfully consider how God 

is calling you to support our church.  We 

understand that financial resources are finite 

but also understand that God’s blessing are 

not.  I can attest to that in many ways.  

Wishing you a safe and healthy Christmas 

season.  

In Christ’s service, 

Steve Noble  

SPRC chairperson  

P.S. 2021 pledge cards are still welcome! If you 

haven’t returned yours yet, drop it in the mail 

or at the church office. 

Envelope Packets  

 for 2021 will be available 

  for pickup in the church 

office starting December 6. 
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