
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

It’s finally starting to feel like Spring. At long 

last, the sun is shining a little brighter and the 

days are feeling a little warmer. And once 

again, we find ourselves in the heart of Lent, 

preparing to celebrate our Savior’s 

resurrection! 

Lent is a season marked by introspection – it’s a 

time for taking stock of our lives and our 

spiritual journeys. This year, not only are we 

taking time to care for our individual faith 

walks, but we have been given a chance to do 

the same as a community of faith. By now, 

you’ve likely heard about the inquiry from 

Albion College about possibly purchasing our 

building (for more on that, see page 4). 

We don’t know what, if anything, will come of 

this conversation. No matter the final outcome, 

the college’s interest has given us an incredible 

gift. We have been asked to re-imagine who we 

are as a church, and more importantly, who we 

want to be. What is our mission? What role 

should we play in this community in 2019 and 

beyond? What facilities do we need to live into 

that mission? These are not easy questions, but 

they get to the heart of who we believe we 

have been called to be. 

In the weeks ahead, you will be given a variety 

of chances to offer your answers to these and 

other critically important questions. We will 

gather information through a survey, hold small 

group conversations and more. I encourage you 

to begin prayerfully considering what kind of 

church Albion FUMC can be. Dream big because 

God has big plans for us! 

Leslee
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Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Co-Chairs 

(Personnel) 

Steve Noble 

steven.noble820@gmail.com 

Andrew French 
andrew.french.albion@gmail.com 

Finance  
Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-Chairs 
John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

AMA Lenten Lunches 

Wednesdays  12:00 – 1:00 PM 
April 3 Grace Temple 

711 Grace Street 

Speaker:  TBD 

April 10 Bethel Baptist Church 
  523 Washington Street 
  Speaker: Pastor Ranay Brown 

Prayers 
David Roush, Nancy Roush, Barb  

Stowell, Hilda Ebbinghaus, Greg  

Metzler, Dwight Nearnberg, Ken  

Bentley, Beverly Bentley, and Pastor  

Tom Hollowood @ home 

Allison Roesti @ Medilodge, Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Calhoun County Jail 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH 

PowerPoint Help Needed 
Are you interested in getting more involved in 

our Sunday worship experience? Here’s your 

chance: The Tech Team needs a coordinator, a 

slide creator, and a Sunday morning setup and 

projection person.  Each person will receive the 

necessary training over the next two months.  

The coordinator is responsible for scheduling 

team members for each service. The slide 

creator builds the powerpoint we use each 

week. The setup and projection person needs 

to be available to arrive by 9 am on their 

scheduled Sunday mornings. Interested, but 

don't know how to use Powerpoint? No 

problem. That training is available too. Just let 

Lois Fennimore or Pastor Leslee know you'd be 

willing to help. 

Christian Sympathy 
              Gail Landon passed away on 

               Thursday, March 14, 2019, at Arbor  

              Manor under the loving care of his  

            family and Great Lakes Hospice.  A 

memorial service will take place on April 28, at 

2:00 p.m., at Albion FUMC.  Please keep 

Margaret and the family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 
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In March Darlene and Tom Chisholm 

treated us to a program telling 

about their travels to Antarctica 

and the Falkland Islands (known as 

the Islas Malvinas in Argentina), 

showing breathtaking pictures from 

the trip and delightful film clips of 

penguins in action.  We were 

pleased to have additional church 

members and guests join us for the 

evening. 

Donna Williams, who has a 

wonderful way with words will 

present the program for our April 8 

meeting in Wesley Lounge.  All members and 

friends of the church are welcome to attend 

the 7:00 p.m. meeting. 

If you have not received a program book for 

2019 and would like one, contact Sally 

Ammerman.  You can leave a message for her 

at the church office. We had a number of extra 

books printed so don’t hesitate.  Thanks to our 

members who planned the programs for the 

year with special thanks to Sally Ammerman for 

organizing the material and to Cindi Klingel, 

the ever-cheerful church administrative 

assistant, for so ably formatting and printing 

the book. 

An Executive Team Meeting is scheduled for 

April 11 at 2:00. 

Holy Week Events @ Albion FUMC 

Thursday, April 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday worship 

Friday, April 19, 12:00 p.m. 

Good Friday worship 

Sunday, April 21, 7:00 a.m. 

Easter Sunrise worship 

Sunday, April 21, 8:30 a.m. 

Easter Brunch 

Sunday, April 21, 10:00 a.m. 

Easter worship 

Journey’s End . . . Good News!! 
At the regular meeting of SPRC on March 25, 

Pastor Leslee announced that she has been 

approved by the Board of Ordained Ministry of 

the Michigan Conference to be commissioned as 

a Provisional Elder of the United Methodist 

Church.  To reach this accomplishment, Pastor 

Leslee was required to complete the extensive 

application, sit before a board of review and 

respond satisfactorily to their questions.  Way 

to go Leslee!! 

The additional effort to achieve this part of 

Pastor Leslee’s goal is on top of to what is 

required to complete her last semester of 

seminary education.  She projects May 10th as 

the date for final submission of exams and 

papers.  Please offer her a prayer for strength 

as she moves through this final stage of what 

has no doubt been a life changing journey. 

We have cause to celebrate with Pastor Leslee 

as she marks these milestones.  You may wish 

to be present June 2nd at 2:00 PM at the Grand 

Traverse Resort in Traverse City when she is 

officially commissioned.  This is a very large 

conference; hotel rooms are in short supply.  

Make your plans early. You can find a list of 

area hotels offering special rates at the 

conference website,  

https://2019.michiganumc.org/accommodation

s/off-site-lodging-options/. 

In addition, SPRC plans a church celebration on 

Sunday, June 9th.  We hope you will stay with 

us immediately after church to partake of cake 

and ice cream, present a gift and share this 

joyful achievement with Pastor Leslee.  If you 

wish to contribute to a well-deserved gift, 

please make a check payable to FUMC Albion, 

indicate in the memo line it is a gift to the 

pastor, and place in the regular offering plate 

on Sunday. 

Leslee has blessed this church with energy and 

commitment, skill and accomplishments.  Let 

us join together to celebrate all that God has 

provided and our faith in the future of this 

church. 

https://2019.michiganumc.org/accommodations/off-site-lodging-options/
https://2019.michiganumc.org/accommodations/off-site-lodging-options/
https://2019.michiganumc.org/accommodations/off-site-lodging-options/
https://2019.michiganumc.org/accommodations/off-site-lodging-options/
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How It All Came About  
As many of you know, I work for the President 

as Director of Community Action and Special 

Assistant.  In this role, I also serve the 

College’s Development Office on special 

projects. 

A couple of weeks ago, Bob Anderson, Vice 

President of Development and Alumni 

Relations, and one of my supervisors at the 

college, approached me.  He asked what I 

thought about the idea of the college buying 

some, or all, of Albion First United Methodist 

Church’s education wing and Tennant Hall as a 

possible “Plan B” option for the new Vitek 

Center for Musical Arts project.  Bob wanted to 

know if I thought the Albion First UMC would be 

interested in hearing his idea. 

I was, and am, intrigued by the possibility. It 

could ease some significant issues our church 

has with respect to our building, and the 

associated costs of operating such a large 

facility with so few members.  As some of you 

may recall, during Dwayne Bagley’s tenure as 

our pastor, the church was also approached 

about selling our building to the college.  Given 

that history, I invited Pastor Leslee to meet 

with Bob and myself. At that meeting, Bob laid 

out the basic plan.  We then invited the 

College’s Associate Vice President of Facilities 

Management and Development, Doug Laditka, 

to tour the church with Bob, Pastor Leslee, and 

me. 

The next steps were two-fold.  After the tour, 

and a willingness to continue to explore 

options, Doug was tasked with considering costs 

associated with the renovation of the church’s 

facility, which would be significant, if rehearsal 

spaces and performance spaces are to be 

created out of our classrooms and Tennant 

Hall. The second step was to bring the idea to 

the church community to see if this was even a 

possibility we might consider. 

So, here we are.  This week, Doug Laditka met 

with the Music Department faculty to hear their 

concerns and ideas. There is much to think 

about and consider for all parties.   

So, we wait.  There are a lot of moving parts, 

and a lot of folks will need to weigh in from the 

college before they will be prepared to make 

us a proposal.  I would ask for your patience, 

your input, your prayers, and your willingness 

to think boldly about what our church is, can 

be, and should be. 

Andrew French 

2019 Budget Adopted 
In March, the Finance Committee and Church 

Council met to debate and adopt our 2019 

church budget. This process was easier than it 

is in some years thanks to your generous pledge 

commitments. For 2019, we anticipate total 

operation revenue of just under $184,000. This 

represents a 9% increase over 2018.  

As a result of your willingness to support the 

work of this church, the new budget includes 

several priorities, including: 

• Funding for a full-time pastor beginning 

July 1. This was our top priority for this 

year and for the years ahead.  

• Funding for 55% of our ministry shares. 

For the first time in four years, we are 

able to recognize this obligation and 

fund a large percentage of it in the 

operating budget. This is a huge step 

toward our goal of full restoration of this 

important funding. 

• Providing a long overdue raise to our 

housekeeper, Lynn Markovich. 

Based on this good news, the SPRC has asked 

Bishop Bard to officially restore a full-time 

pastor to Albion FUMC beginning July 1, 2019 

when the new appointments begin. We don’t 

yet have official notice that the Bishop has 

taken this action, but are confident that it will 

happen soon. 

Thank you for your on-going commitment to our 

church and our ministry here. If you have any 

questions about church finances, please talk to 

Pastor Leslee or Rick Lange, our Finance 

Committee chairman. 
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