
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

I typically use this space to share information 

and observations about the work of our local 

church. This month, however, I believe it is 

important to discuss a broader topic.  

Later this month, United Methodists from 

around the world will gather in St. Louis for a 

special session of the General Conference. This 

meeting was called by the Council of Bishops to 

receive and act on the recommendations of the 

Commission on a Way Forward. The 32-member 

Commission was authorized by General 

Conference 2016 to examine paragraphs in The 

Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality 

and recommend options to strengthen the unity 

of the church. The action taken in St. Louis this 

month, no matter what it is, will have a 

significant impact on the future of our 

denomination. 

I know we all have our individual beliefs about 

the appropriate and faithful way for the church 

to welcome and care for LGBT persons. 

Regardless of where you may fall on those 

issues, I hope you will join me in praying for 

the work of the special General Conference, 

that God’s Spirit will be present among them as 

they seek to discern our most faithful path 

forward. 

And, our Bishop, David Bard reminded us 

recently, regardless of what happens in St. 

Louis, “the ministry to which we are called in 

our churches, making disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world, will 

continue. The day after General Conference 

there will still be hungry people needing food, 

those mired in poverty needing help, addicted 

people needing freedom, frayed relationships 
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2 
needing mending, broken lives needing healing, 

lost lives needing saving, injustices needing to 

be righted, and this work of God in Jesus Christ 

will still call to each of us and to our 

churches.” We will continue to serve as God’s 

light to a dark and hurting world. 

For more information about this important 

debate and to watch the livestream of the 

Special General Conference from February 23 

through 26, visit https://gc.michiganumc.org/  

If you have questions about this upcoming 

session or want to discuss its potential impact, 

I am always available. 

Leslee 

Upcoming Sermon Series: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. Yet, too 

often, we lose sight of that goal amidst our 

worries about attendance, budgets and 

programs. To succeed in our mission, we must 

be willing to reach out to those around us 

because discipleship begins with relationship. 

For four Sundays starting in February, we’ll 

follow Jesus’ ministry in Luke’s gospel to learn 

more about reaching out, developing our 

spiritual gifts and deepening our connection to 

one another. 

         Christian Sympathy 
             Jean Ralston passed away on  

              Saturday, January 12, after a  

             recent bout with pneumonia.   

           Please keep her daughter, Susanne 

Sullivan, and the family in your thoughts and 

prayers during this difficult time. 

Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council Chair Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish Chair 

(Personnel) 

Barbara Lange 

langehome.2@gmail.com 

Finance  Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions Co-Chairs 
John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director/ 

Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

Prayers 
Barb Stowell, Hilda Ebbinghaus,  

Greg Metzler, Dwight Nearnberg,  

Beverly Bentley, and Pastor Tom  

Hollowood @ home 

Allison Roesti @ Medilodge, Marshall 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Calhoun County Jail 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Donna Gaskell @ Copley, OH  (see next page) 
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Helloes and Goodbyes 
A recent, somewhat frantic 

cleanup of our apartment turned 

up several things that had been 

missing for quite a while.  That 

was mostly pleasant. On the other 

hand, we wondered why on earth 

we had been saving so much 

printed matter for so long.  We are 

still not cured of our addiction to 

reading materials, but we have 

decided that we cannot be a 

library.  The recycling center will 

receive many more boxes of our 

discoveries as we continue to sort, 

file, toss, or recycle.   

What continues to be even more challenging in 

this decade of my eighties, is the greeting of 

new ideas, situations, and people, as well as 

the goodbyes to dear friends, relatives, and the 

changes in the world we used to know.  I keep 

score…Ingathering attendance was small, but 

the quality was great and the offering was 

generous.  A hearty crew made peanut brittle 

once again.  Thank you!  Our two UMW circles 

are one now, smaller but strong.  (Second 

Mondays at 1 p.m. in February.)  The new 

Heritage District UMW covers a large area.  

Mission U is still going to be at Albion College.  

“Response” magazine is moving from 12 issues 

to six, but the content is still excellent.  Our 

church is hosting World Day of Prayer on March 

2, at 1 p.m.  The cold weather is challenging 

our faithful few to meet for the preparation 

sessions.  You are always welcome to join us on 

Friday mornings from 10-11 a.m. in Wesley 

Lounge.   

So, who is keeping score?  We all need to do so.  

We all need to be players as well.  United 

Methodist Women didn’t get to be 150 years 

old by sitting around and collecting unread 

books, lamenting the lack of women 

missionaries in India or the plight of immigrant 

women in Grand Rapids. They prayed, gave 

money, studied, taught, rallied, and changed 

what needed to be changed.  Hello to change 

and action.  Goodbye to the status quo.  Hello 

to my many bags.  Hand me my cane when I 

need it.  “I’ll praise my Maker while I’ve 

breath…” 

Blessings always, 

Donna Williams 

Albion FUMC 

Hosts World 

Day of Prayer 
Each year, Christians 

around the world 

gather to pray for 

peace, wholeness 

and God’s love. The 

Albion community 

has been participating for more than 60 years 

and this year, Albion FUMC is honored to host 

this celebration of our shared humanity.  

Join us on Saturday, March 2 at 1:00 p.m. for 

this special event. This year, the women of the 

World Day of Prayer Committee of Slovenia will 

call us to worship with the words, “Come---

everything is ready” from Luke 1:17.  The 

Slovenian women will share their stories of 

intergenerational wisdom, traditions, and 

experiences of God’s profound love.   

Planning for this special event is held each 

Friday at 10am in Wesley Chapel. Come and 

join with others from churches around our 

community to help plan this special day. If you 

have questions, contact Donna Williams.  

Staying In Touch… 
Donna Gaskell is currently staying with her 

daughter and can be reached at: 

Donna Gaskell 

c/o B. Perkins 

2231 Coon Road 

Copley, OH  44321 

Phone:  330.329.7490 
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YOU ARE INVITED. . . 

DINNER & CHURCH TOUR 
February 24, 2019; 5 pm; Fellowship Lounge 

Members and friends of Albion First United Methodist Church: Do you know how many square feet 

makes up our church, the Wesley wing, and the Education wing? Do you ever wonder who is 

responsible for maintaining all this space and how they do it? How is our church organized? Ever 

been to the basement, seen the “hidden closets,” or wondered where Vacation Bible School stores 

its craft materials? Where is that Baby Pantry, anyway? What about the Boy Scouts: just where do 

they disappear to for meetings? 

Get answers to these questions and more on February 24th. 

The Trustees (yes, that’s the group that is responsible for the church facility and the parsonage) is 

excited to provide everyone an opportunity to see our church home up close and thus, invite you to 

dinner followed by a field trip through the ENTIRE facility, top to bottom. In addition, there will be 

a “short course” about how our church functions, sort of a “dinner theatre” for your dining 

pleasure! 

Dinner, a brief presentation, and a field trip through the ENTIRE church, all free of charge! It is 

going to be a very interesting evening. Bring your curiosity and your questions and join us! 

 


