
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

It’s the season we dread: October. Stewardship 

conversations are coming. No one really enjoys 

it, but it’s important. How we care for our 

church and the people we serve matters. 

But before we get to that, let’s talk about an 

aspect of stewardship that is too often 

misunderstood and ignored: ministry shares. 

Ministry shares are the dollars the local church 

gives to honor our covenant with the wider 

denomination. This money supports everything 

from administrative costs, to the seminaries 

that train our leaders, to the mission, outreach 

and evangelism that the United Methodist 

Church engages in around the world. But it’s 

money that leaves the community, so it’s easy 

to resent the expectation that we pay. 

Recently, I got a clear reminder of why ministry 

shares matter. 

In the weeks following Ed Sobie’s arrest, 

district and conference staff stepped in to 

support our church in numerous ways. I worked 

closely with the conference attorney, our 

district superintendent and the Bishop. The 

communications team assisted with the media. 

We’ve worked with the Director of Clergy 

Excellence, the treasurer’s office and the 

Conference technology specialist to ensure we 

are meeting all of our legal, financial and 

ministerial responsibilities.  

This is value of being a connectional church. 

We will never have to take on the hard work of 

caring for God’s people alone. That’s a 

reassuring truth in a world of uncertainty. 

In October, we will take another special 

offering to help pay our ministry shares 

commitment. I hope you will prayerfully 

consider contributing in this way. 

Pastor Leslee 
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Leadership Listing 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Barbara Rafaill 

plantgirl@rafaill.com 

Staff-Parish  

Chair 

(Personnel) 

Barbara Lange 

langehome.2@gmail.com 

Finance 

Committee 

Rick Lange 

langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Leslee Fritz 

pastorleslee1@gmail.com 

Missions  

Co-Chairs 

John Williams 

Donna Williams 

Memorial Chair Carol Maynard 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Music Director 

/Pianist 
Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

Prayers 
Becky Picard, Barb Stowell, Missy  

Wyss, Nancy Metzler, Greg Metzler,  

Pastor Tom Hollowood, Phil Hostetler, 

and Hilda Ebbinghaus @ home 

Sherry Wyma @ Oaklawn Hospital 

Edward Sobie, Jr. @ Calhoun County Jail 

Allison Roesti @ Medilodge, Marshall 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Mark Your Calendars 
Walk the Beat at FUMC 
Music will fill the streets in Albion  

once again on Saturday, October 6. 

More than 40 musical acts will per- 

form at over 20 different locations including here at 

Albion FUMC.  Our own Dixieland Band, led by Ken 

Fourn, will be among the acts performing.  The fun 

starts at 2 p.m.  Come and enjoy. 

 

Church Conference 
Our Annual Church Conference will take  

place on Saturday, October 13 at 9:30  

a.m., with our District Superintendent,  

Elizabeth Hill.  We’ll welcome other 

churches as we conduct our business in a  

new format.  We’ll talk about our budget, our 

membership, and plans for the year ahead.  Please 

plan to come and be a part of this important 

gathering. 

Donor/Doer Celebration 
During worship on Sunday, October 14, we will 

honor the many people  

who give generously of  

their time, talent, and 

resources to make  

Albion FUMC all that  

it is.  We’ll celebrate  

this special day with 

food and fellowship and 

we’ll dedicate the newly renovated Fellowship 

Lounge.  Don’t miss this special service. 

You Make a Difference 
Late summer/early fall is a time we label, “Shut-

Off Season.”  Many people are receiving Shut-Off 

notices, or have already had their utility service(s) 

terminated.  Most charitable organizations have run 

out of funding just as people are getting concerned 

about heat and electricity for the winter months.  

The House by the Side of the Road fund has made a 

BIG difference.  FUMC has helped with 15 different 

requests affecting 51 people with just over $1,300 

in assistance being given just in September alone!  

Several other requests for assistance are still 

pending.  Thank you for contributing to this worthy 

cause.  You gifts are making a difference in many 

lives! 
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UMW Items of Interest 
A question for any UMW member, 
have you been reading books from 
the UMW book list or the cart in 
Wesley Lounge?  If so, please call 
Donna Williams soon.  Your name 
could be listed at the next Heritage 
District UMW meeting. 

Do you knit or crochet?  If you do, 
come and join us for Piecemakers  
in Fellowship Lounge on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month from 10 a.m. 
through lunch which is coordinated/ 
provided by Barb Stowell, our 
coordinator. 

We provide children with blankets at Oaklawn 
Hospital and Eaton Rapids Hospital.  Since our 
inception, we have provided over 5000 
handmade quilts and blankets. 

Additionally, if you have any fabric, crochet 
thread (any color) or knitting yarn that you 
would like to donate to us, we will put it to 
good use. 

The circle meetings are in full swing after the 
summer hiatus.  Barb Stowell and Alice Cook 
presented a slide show about their trip to 
Iceland to both circles.  Many thanks to the 
Gaswicks and Dave Kammer for helping to get 
the slides ready and fixing the projector. 

The Ammerman circle will meet on October 18 
to hear a report from Donna Williams on the 
UMW General Assembly.  The evening circle will 
meet on October 16, at the home of Peg Turner 
to hear Dottie Kammer and Donna Williams talk 
about the World Thank Offering and the UMW 
General Assembly. 

You do know that The United Methodist Women 
is OPEN TO ALL the women of the church.  We 
would love to have you join in whenever a 
program interests you.  YOU ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME. 

In Christ, 
Alice Cook 

 
Thank you very much for your help and support 

of Healthy Babies Day.  We particularly 

appreciate the use of storage space, meeting 

space, advertising on the sign and doors, and 

the donations.  Again, many thanks! 

The Healthy Babies Day Committee 

Budget Update 
It’s hard to believe that we are already ¾ of 

the way through 2018. So, its time for another 

quarterly budget update thanks to the hard 

work of our Treasurer and Finance Committee. 

(Remember, this information refers only to the 

operating budget which does not include the 

Trustee Committee’s separate budget.) 

Earlier this year, we expressed concern 

because giving was slightly down. Many of you 

took that concern to heart and pledges are 

almost back to expected levels, so our income 

is looking about as we would expect it to. Our 

budget anticipated income of almost $123,000 

at this point in the year and we have received 

close to $118,500. (But there’s one more 

Sunday in September, so we might get to the 

expected level.) 

Spending is also running about as expected. We 

are working to address a higher-than-expected 

utility bill from the College but once that is 

resolved we expect to be on pace with 

anticipated expenses. 

And finally, we have received a special gift to 

help address technology needs in the office. 

Thanks to this person’s generosity (the giver 

wishes to remain anonymous) we will be able to 

replace a computer and upgrade our software 

for tracking donations, attendance and 

membership. It was an unexpected, but truly 

welcomed, gift and we are grateful. 
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A Request From Your Staff Parish 
If you are a public radio listener, you are likely 
as glad as I am that the recent week of 
fundraising is done.  As much as I disdain 
fundraising, it does pay for those little 
enjoyments in our lives like commercial free 
music on my favorite NPR station.  

Somewhat like NPR, it takes our giving to keep 
our church going. Things like heat in the winter 
and that air conditioning on those warm 
summer Sundays are always a blessing when we 
gather to see our friends and praise God for all 
the blessings in our lives.    

I can only speak for myself, and my wife, Anne, 
but I know that one serious blessing for us has 
been Pastor Leslee’s sermons on Sunday 
morning.  Her thoughtful, well-prepared 
sermons have the unique ability to start our 
new week off on the right foot, and it gives me 
the strength to look forward to the challenges 
in the week ahead knowing that God is with me 
no matter what! 

October is the time of year where we ask the 
members of the church to commit to how much 
we can give to support the activities of the 
church in the coming year.  Those giving cards 
that we fill out and submit are our commitment 
to ourselves, a commitment to our church and 
a commitment to God that we will support the 
church in the coming year with a certain 
amount of financial support.  The cards are 
collected and based on that commitment of 
giving, the leaders of our church on the finance 
committee set the budget for our church for 
the upcoming year.  

As you are aware, over the past two years 
Pastor Leslee has been working her way 
through her Pastoral education and training at 
Garrett seminary.  During this time, we have 
enjoyed her leadership and wonderful sermons, 
but only had to financially support a Pastor that 
is ¾ time -- a significant cost saving to our 
congregation.   

As we approach our 2019 giving year, Pastor 
Leslee will be graduating from seminary, she 
will be commissioned and she will be provided 
with an assignment as a full-time pastor.  The 

leadership of the Methodist Church in Michigan 
will go through a process of considering where 
to provide her with that full-time pastoral 
assignment.  Albion FUMC has a good chance to 
keep Pastor Leslee as our pastor for the near 
future.  To be able to do that, we need to be 
able to show our District Superintendent and 
others on the assignment committee that we 
can financially support her and our church.  
That means upping our giving for 2019. 

You will be hearing more about this opportunity 
for us as we go through the month of October.  
The SPRC committee asks you to prayerfully 
consider how you will support the growth of 
this church through your 2019 giving to this 
church.  If you would like more financial 
details, please do not hesitate to contact me or 
any of the committee members.  

In Christ’s Service,  

Steve Noble  
SPRC Committee 

All Saints Sunday 
Who are the saints in your 
family?  We would like to 
honor them during our 
worship service on Sunday, 
November 4.  If you would 
like to share a picture, they 
can be part of a slide show of 
the saints of the church.  To  

allow time to prepare, all pictures must be 

submitted by Sunday, October 21. 

To submit a picture, please either send it as an 
email attachment to the church office 
(albionfumc@gmail.com) or put it in an envelope 
to be included with Sunday offering or dropped 
off at the church office during business hours. 
Please be sure to include in your email or 
envelope: the name of the person submitting 
the picture, the name of the person being 
honored and the relation of the saint to the 
submitter.



 

  


