
 
 
  
 
 
 
Joy in the Midst 

There are three ways to look at the future: with 

hope, with fear, or with apathy. What’s your 

default position, and how did you get here? In the 

early Church, people looked toward the future 

expecting persecution and martyrdom. Yet 

strangely enough, they told each other to be 

excited about it! Does that sound weird to you? 

They felt positive about persecution and 

martyrdom that lay ahead for some of them, and 

they saw past it to a spiritual life with God. In 

fact, they celebrated the spiritual life they were 

living with God, not only in the future, but right 

in the middle of their suffering. On the way to 

fight animals in the arena or to be burned alive, 

they sang songs and celebrated that they had the 

privilege of dying for their faith. 

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 

of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because 

you know that the testing of your faith produces 

endurance (James 1:2-3) 

I compare myself to their joyful faithfulness, and I 

see myself falling way short! I complain 

(internally) about having to go to a meeting out of 

town, or about having to do the dishes. I focus on 

the thing right ahead of me, and turn it into a 

reason to be unhappy. I do this with things that 

are entirely unimportant, that will be forgotten in 

a few minutes. I’m not tied up in a stone cell, 

waiting to be thrown to lions! 

At this point I have to insert a very important 

disclaimer: many of us face depression, either 

occasionally or permanently, and this is not 

something you can be talked out of! The terrible 

thing about depression is that it physically and 

chemically cuts off joy before it can get started. 

There is no persuasion that can mend it, and the 

last thing I want is for people who suffer 
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depression to feel that I blame you for the 

debilitating disease. 

For everyone else, however, you need to 
know that joy comes from inside, and not from 
outside. Inner joy is the difference between 
hopefulness and despair. Joy comes from a 
relationship with God, and from seeing beyond the 
present difficulty to the deeper, longer-lasting joy. 
It’s a terrible thing that we Christians keep 
forgetting that simple fact. Instead, we look for any 
other path to joy, rather than the path of changing 
our hearts and minds with God’s help. We look for 
happiness in shopping, drinking, achievement, 
friends, and work. But if we don’t have happiness 
before we begin, we won’t find happiness in any of 
those things. As Peter made clear, great joy is the 
thing we gain with faith, and even is the salvation 
of our souls while we are in this life: 

Although you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-9) 

Pastor Jeremy  

The Need to Be Generous 

When I worked at Starr Commonwealth, I learned 
about the Circle of Courage®.  What stuck in my 
mind were the four values identified as the 
universal needs of all children: Belonging, 
Mastery, Interdependence and Generosity. (Go to 
www.starr.org to learn more details.) 

I feel that this applies also to God’s people: We 
need to belong, to know about Jesus and God, to 
depend on each other and to be generous.  This is 
the time of year when we are asked how we will 
support the programs of the United Methodist 
Church in Albion and around the world.  To be 
whole people, we have a great need to be 
generous with our prayers, time and resources.  
Each is of equal importance. 

Some of us are very interested in supporting local 
programs.  Others are more interested in looking 
at world programs and problems.  It doesn’t 
matter where your focus is, just be generous. 

Lois Fennimore 

Prayers 

Jon Sprandel, Dottie Kammer, Torrey Wyma, 

Sherry Wymna, Beverly Bentley and Ken Bentley 

@ home 

Nancy Held @ Maplewood in Marshall 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Florence Reed @ Spring Arbor Assisted Living,  

Spring Arbor 

Dan Seelye @ Arbor Manor, S1-10, Spring Arbor 

Leadership 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Gary Harrison 

 

Staff-Parish  

Co-Chairs 

(Personnel) 

Evelyn Gedman  

Barbara Lange 

Finance 

Committee 

Rick Lange 

Langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Jeremy Williams 

jeremy@albionfumc.org 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Pianist Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Secretary 

Cindi Klingel 

office@albionfumc.org 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

http://www.starr.org/
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October in Worship 

Ever since most people were farmers, who 
relied on an annual fall harvest for most 
of their income, October has been a time when 
churches talk about giving. Lots of pastors hate 
talking about money, perhaps because they 
learned as children that money is private thing, 
not to be talked about. I learned that as well, 
but I’ve changed my mind. Money is a measure 
not only of how much we possess, but also 
of who we are and what matters to us. So it’s 
definitely important enough to preach about! 
I’m not going to spend the weeks of October 
talking about money, actually: I’m going to talk 
about the character of faithful people, in five 
messages: 

October 2: Thankful  

Psalms 138 and 
136 tell stories of 
God’s goodness 
and faithfulness, 
and like many of 
the Psalms, they 
do something 
we’re not all good at 
doing: they praise God! The beginning of praise 
is recognizing what God has done that is good 
and life-bringing, as Paul points out in 1 
Thessalonians 1:3-4. 

October 9: Generous 

Here we are in the most powerful nation, with 
food always available on the supermarket 
shelves, and yet we all, to some degree or 
another, are hoarders, in fear that tomorrow 
will not provide our daily bread. Is it an 
irrational fear that stifles our generosity with 

our time, our money, 
our love? Or 
something 
deeper? 
Philippians 4:10-

20, 2 Corinthians 
9:5-12. 

October 16: Committed 

Colossians 2:6-12 tells 
us to live in Christ the 
same we received 
him–which was with 
open hearts and a 
willingness to go all in, 
serving the God who loves 
us. Ephesians 2:17-22 describes us as a temple, 
dedicated and standing firm for God. How are 
you doing according to these measures? 

October 23: Sacrificial 

Often it seems as 
though being a 
Christian should fit 
into a couple of 
hours on Sunday 
morning. That’s 

not the biblical 
picture at all! What 

have you given up for Christ lately? Galatians 
6:14-18; 2 Corinthians 12:8-10; 4:7-11. 

October 30: Joyful 

Need more joy? 
Giving is one of 
the best ways to 
find joy, in the 
connections that 
we make, stretching 
our lives into others. 
Romans 15:5-13 is a reminder that a joy-filled 
life is founded on giving. 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

October 30 Pledge Sunday Potluck 

November 5 Forks Senior Center  

 Christmas Craft Show 

November 6 Daylight Savings Time ends 

November 8 ELECTION DAY 

November 11 Vetrans Day 

November 17 Red Cross Blood  

 Drive 

November 24 Thanksgiving Day –  

 Office Closed 

December 4 Church Conference 
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Church Directory 

We are going ahead with plans to create a new 

church directory with photos of as many people 

associated with the church in some manner as 

possible.  Gather up the people you want in 

your picture and make arrangements for them 

to be there. 

John Williams and 

Darlene Chisholm 

will coordinate/take 

pictures in the 

Brides’ Room next 

to the Wesley 

Lounge before and after the 

worship service each Sunday in October.  

Picture taking preceding the services will be 

from 9:30 to 10 am.  John and Darlene will be 

taking pictures from a few minutes after the 

worship services until 12:30 pm. 

You will need to sign in and give the 

information you wish to be published as your 

name(s), address and phone number(s).  If you 

are unable to attend during October to have 

your picture taken, you may submit to John 

Williams by the end of October an appropriate 

picture to be included.  Anyone interested in 

receiving a copy of their picture can get one 

for a minimal charge. 

Sometime in November or December copies of 

the created directory will be made available to 

those whose pictures are within.  There is an 

understanding that information about 

individuals in the directory will not be given 

out to those not associated with the church. 

Please plan on attending sometime during 

October and having your picture taken at that 

time. 

Lois Fennimore 

Lay Leader 

   

Another Successful Event 

The 2016 Healthy Babies Day event was held 
throughout the building at FUMC on Saturday, 
September 24.  While the follow-up meeting 
has not yet been held, initial comments were 
wonderful.  From vendors and participants to 
volunteers and committee members, all were 
very pleased with the facility, and the 
presentations, information and resources were 
truly appreciated by those who attended.  Our 
sincerest thanks to all who assisted in any way 
to make Healthy Babies Day 2016 a blessing to 
participants and a great success. 

Sharon Hostetler for the Healthy Babies Day 

Committee  

Heads Up 

Please put on your calendar the Church 
Conference for First United Methodist Church 
of Albion.  It is scheduled for Dec 4 after 
worship.  This is a time when we meet with our 
district superintendent and present (brag about 
in the Lord’s name) what we have 
accomplished this year.  Everyone associated 
with the church is invited to attend. 

UMW Reminders 

What: West Michigan UMW 
Conference meeting 

When: October 15 
Where: Central United Methodist 

Church, Muskegon 

What: Conference Mission 
Bus Tour 

When: October 26 – 30 
To Where: Journey to Lake Junaluska, 

stopping in Ohio, Kentucky, 
North Carolina and 
Tennessee 



 
  


