
 
 
  
 
 
 
In Transition… 

As I write this month, I am sitting amidst the 
chaos of boxes and mess in the parsonage as I 
settle in. Moving is never easy.  It’s physically 
demanding and emotionally exhausting. While 
trying to figure out how to get the dishes to fit 
in different cabinets and to make the cable and 
internet work, it’s easy to let frustration and 
weariness grow into doubt. I have certainly 
fallen victim to that at times these last few 
weeks – second-guessing my decisions and 
questioning my abilities. 

When I slide into this frame of mind, I often 
find myself thinking about the Israelite people 
during their time in the wilderness. God was 
leading them from slavery to a land of promise, 
but it was scary and hard. Too often, they gave 
into their fear and doubt. They whined and 
complained.  They talked about going back. 
They even questioned God’s intentions. Their 
experience should serve as an example for all 
people of faith. Doing nothing — living in the 
status quo — is always easier. Even if the status 
quo is filled with challenge and hardship, it 
feels safer because it is known.  But as people 
of God, we are not called to protect the status 
quo.  We are called to transform the world. We 
can only live into that call if we are willing to 
step out in faith, to do what is hard and scary 
... and to trust that God is always with us, 
providing for our needs. 

For some of us, that means putting all of our 
stuff in boxes and moving to a new place to be 
in ministry.  For others, it’s about mission or 
music or study or relationships. Whatever our 
roles, we are all called to help build God’s 
Kingdom. Sometimes, it will be hard. Often, it 
will be scary. But the results, if we can get past 
our fear to trust God’s path, will be 
transformative. 
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As I work in my garden, I wonder at the 
miracle of seeds. With climate change, 
floods, hurricanes, droughts, what 
would happen if the seeds that grow in 
an area were destroyed?  How do we 
insure against such a catastrophe? 

The Svalbard Global Seed Vault was 
created to insure that seeds would 
always be available.  Outside 
Longyearbyen, Norway (the 
northernmost permanent settlement in 
the world), the Seed Vault is surround 
by ice and snow.  Inside the Vault the 
temperature is incredibly cold –  -18 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

The hug vaults contain seeds from over 
880,000 different varieties from 234 

origin countries and 71 institutions.  Each country 
or institutions owns its own seeds which are 
deposited in a safety deposit box and will be 
returned to the depositor when requested. 

Some of the seeds are from varieties we no 
longer plant but, if needed sometime in the 
future, will be available.  Many common 
vegetables in the U.S. have lost as much as 95 
percent of the varieties that existed a century 
ago.  We may need those varieties in the future. 

On the national level we have the National Gene 
Bank which according to their website is 
concerned with the conservation of genetic 
resources for food and agriculture.  Biological 
diversity has been significantly reduced by human 
activities such as destruction of natural habitats 
and changes in agricultural practices.  They 
figure that 25 to 35 percent of genetic diversity 
has been lost.  We need to maintain funding for 
the National Gene Bank to prevent further loses.  
We need “to educate Congress about the 
importance of preserving the biological 
foundation of agriculture.  Agriculture should be 
a part of the discussion of climate change.”1 

Reminder:  July 18th –Summer Refresher at 
Carolyn Gaswick’s at 10:00 a.m. through lunch. 

Darlene Chisholm 

1The above information has been adapted from an 
article in the Summer 2017 issue of Worldark 
entitled “Seed Saving at the Edge of the World”  
which is an interview of Cary Fowler, author of 
Seeds on Ice. 
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Ministerial Transition 

Pastor Leslee begins her service as pastor 
here on July 1. Her first Sunday in the pulpit 
will be July 9th.  She has moved into our 
parsonage and is getting settled. One of the 
best ways you can help introduce her to the 
congregation and the community is to invite 
her to your home or out to eat, together with 
a group of friends and neighbors. Be sure to 
include friends who aren't part of the 
congregation, so people can meet her.  

We are planning a Welcome Breakfast for 
Pastor Leslee on July 9 at 8:45 a.m. in 
Fellowship Lounge. Mark your calendar and 
plan to attend. Nametags will be available so 
that she can start to learn our names. Please 
help us warmly welcome Pastor Leslee back to 
Albion and into our midst. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Worship 

July 2:  Message will be delivered by Lay 
Leader, Lois Fennimore. 

July 9:  Pastor Leslee Fritz will deliver her 
first sermon to our congregation. 


