
 
 
  
 
 
 
Belong, Believe, Experience 

I love church. I love the sense of belonging, of 
being part of something, and having 
connections with other people who share it 
with me. And I expect that this feeling of 
belonging is one of the things that brings 
people back again and again for many years. 
We humans have this need for a place and a 
group where we belong, and for some of us, 
church is that place. After all, Jesus told us to 
love one another! 

At the same time, I was brought up among 
Christians who had firm ideas about what we 
ought to believe. By this they meant that if I 
were a real Christian, I would surely agree with 
a long-established set of truths. The more I 
learned, the more truths I would accept, the 
less I would doubt, and the better I would be 
able to explain all the things I believed. Most 
important, if I believed several important 
things, I would be acceptable to God, and that 
would get me into heaven. The favorite verse 
to back that up was John 3:16: "...so that 
whoever believed in him would not die, but 
would have eternal life." Surely that is plenty 
of reason to believe! 

Over the years, I've learned a few more things, 
including a few things about that verse. For one 
thing, Jesus may be saying that we should 
believe like him, not simply in him. The Greek 
isn't exactly clear. And the word "believe" also 
means "trust" and "have faith." So maybe 
agreeing to a lot of faith statements isn't what 
Jesus was asking for. Maybe it was more about 
the heart than the head, all this time. 

Religion of the heart isn't just one thing. For 
some folks, it involves jumping and shouting 
and speaking in tongues. For others, it involves 
warmth and softness when we sing hymns, 
when we are reunited with faithful friends, and 
especially when we pray. Religion of the heart 
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is about the experience of being in God's 
presence, breaking down the artificial wall that 
separates me from the source of life. It's not 
hard to find, but it is hard to explain, which is 
why it's called mysticism. 

Mystical experience is something very dear to 
Methodists, ever since our founder, John 
Wesley, reclaimed the importance of 
experience to the Christian faith. He was trying 
to bring the Church back to something that had 
been played down during the Renaissance and 
Enlightenment, but that had never quite left 
the Church. Wesley reminded us all that the 
experience of being in God's embrace isn't 
something that belongs only to a few spiritual 
elites, but to all of us. Without it, our faith is 
lifeless--no matter how many acts of service we 
perform, no matter how often we attend 
worship, and no matter how many ancient 
claims we accept. 

What are you doing to connect with the Spirit 
of God? Is it changing your life yet? 

God bless you! 

Pastor Jeremy 

Office Hours for Jeremy 

Pastor Jeremy spends a lot of time out of the 
office, but on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
from about 9 to 12, he will plan to be available 
around the church office, if you want to drop in 
and chat about anything. Of course, he's still 
available if you want to make an appointment, 
and the Tuesday and Thursday times will 
probably be interrupted by the occasional 
emergency. 

Don't forget to follow Albion First United 
Methodist Church on Facebook! 

Prayers 

Torrey Wyma, and Sherry Wyma @ home 

Ruth Seeley, Nancy Held @ Select Services, 

Battle Creek 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Dan Seelye @ Arbor Manor, North 31, Spring 

Arbor 

Leadership 

Lay Leader 
Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 

majerobi@gmail.com 

Treasurer Sally Ammerman 

sallya@wowway.com 

Trustees Chair 

(Building & 

Property) 

Gary Harrison 

 

Staff-Parish  

Co-Chairs 

(Personnel) 

Evelyn Gedman  

Barbara Lange 

Finance 

Committee 

Rick Lange 

Langehome.1@gmail.com 

Pastor 
Jeremy Williams 

jeremy@albionfumc.org 

Choir Director Drew Dunham 

Pianist Jan Fourn 

Administrative 

Secretary 

Cindi Klingel 

albionfumc@gmail.com 

Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 

Custodian Larry Maynard 

Christian Sympathy 

On January 26, our congregation lost our 
beloved friend and sister in Christ, Florence 
Reed.  Please keep the family in your prayers.  
Her visitation and memorial service will be held 
on February 2 at 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
respectively.  Also, there will be a luncheon 
following the service in Tennant Hall.   

Gourmet Nuts and Peanut Brittle 

Nuts are now available 
in both Wesley Lounge 
and the church office.  
The cost is $20.00 for a 
36 oz. can.   
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February in Worship  

On January 29th, we start an 
exciting five-week series 
about a book by Adam 
Hamilton (the same guy who 
wrote Making Sense of the 
Bible). A great chance to 
look again at some saying 
that you might have thought 
were biblical, and how each 
one of them is only half true 
at best. 

January 29: Everything Happens for a 
Reason. The majority of people polled think 
this saying is biblical. There are some ideas in 
some places in the Bible that may help you 
think this is true, but there are also plenty of 
reasons, biblical and more, why it really isn’t 
true at all. This saying and the thought behind 
it can be one of the most hurtful things said to 
people who are suffering and grieving. So stop 
saying it! 

February 5: God Helps Those Who Help 
Themselves. Thanks, Ben Franklin, for taking 
this Greek saying from long before Christ, and 
making it popular and catchy! But this is no 
explanation of how things work in the world, or 
in the Bible. 

February 12: God Won’t Give You More than 
You Can Handle. 1 Corinthians 19:12-13 seems 
to say something a lot like this, so it’s tempting 
to accept the saying, and it certainly gets 
tossed around a lot on social media and in 
personal conversations. But it the fact is that 
lots of people get more than they can handle, 
and the evidence is all around us, as well as in 
the Bible. 

February 19: God Said It, I Believe It, That 
Settles It. As popular as this saying is on the 
bumpers of some cars belonging to some 
Christians, it raises a lot more problems than it 
settles. The truth is hardly ever so easy to nail 
down as that. 

February 26: Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin. 
Certainly not biblical at all, but that doesn’t 
keep some folks from using this as a way to 

justify their treatment of people whose 
behaviors (and identities) they don’t like. 
There’s trouble on both ends of this saying: is 
that behavior really a sin, and are you 
succeeding at loving someone while 
condemning them? Not an easy question to 
answer! 

March 1 is Ash Wednesday. We'll have worship 
that evening.  Ash Wednesday is the beginning 
of Lent, the six weeks of spiritual preparation 
leading up to Easter. For the six Sundays during 
Lent, Jeremy will be speaking on six biblical 
characters who acted as voices for God: Moses, 
Samuel, Elijah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and John 
the Baptist. 

Vision Team 

A new Vision Team has formed, and will be 
working on shaping the vision for where our 
congregation is going over the next few 
years. The vision team will be taking part 
in a training event in March, all about how 
to move a church forward. They'll also be 
here to help inform the next pastor about 
where the church is planning to go in the 
future. Vision isn't a once-and-done 
proposition: it's a constant job to listen for 
God's plans and learn to steer in that 
direction. Our Vision Team will be meeting 
every two weeks for a while, and they will 
report regularly to the Church Council. 

We're looking for one or two good 
people!  

You mostly have to be willing to make a 
modest commitment to help out, especially 
on Thursday or Friday mornings! 

Here is a list of items a Church Office 
Volunteer could do (1+ hours or 2+ if 
newsletter week): 

 Refill Altar Candles 

 Check/Refill Pew Envelopes 

 Check/Sharpen Pew Pencils 

 Fold/Collate/Stuff Bulletins 

 Fold/Tape/Label/Stamp Newsletters 

Are you thinking that one of these jobs is 
calling your name? Contact Cindi in the 
church office. 
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January was a month full of events 
that showed the collective faces of 
United Methodist Women.  Locally, 
the Executive Team met to plan for 
this year.  Sally Ammerman and Alice 
Cook with the help of Cindi Klingel 
took on the task of preparing the 
Albion 2017 UMW program book.  The 
Cook/Moore and the Ammerman 
Circles met together on the 19th to 
share in our Pledge Service.  What a 
joy to pray, read, listen, eat, give, 
and visit together!  We need each 
other.  Several of our Albion 1st 
women attended the Albion District 
UMW Epiphany celebration in Marshall 
where they heard Rev. Beverly 
Williams tell her inspiring life- journey 

story, shared lunch, and sang joyfully with 
other sisters and brothers.  We are waiting for 
Polly Moore to share her experiences as a 
participant in the Washington, D. C. Women’s 
March.   

I encourage you, if you are a Facebook 
follower, to visit the United Methodist 

Women’s page. To see the breadth of UMW, 
another interesting site to explore is 
www.UnitedMethodistWomen.org. One of the 
issues we have been addressing for several 
years is human trafficking, especially at the 
time of the Super Bowl.  If you are not a 
computer user, you can read issues of 
“Response”, our UMW magazine, found on the 
literature rack outside the church office.   

On February 17, at 1 p.m., the two circles will 
meet together in Wesley Lounge to hear Tom 
Hunsdorfer share his latest adventure as a 
traveler who serves wherever he goes. We will 
also take in the World Thank Offering.  We 
welcome anyone to visit or join at any time. 

Hoping that the Saturday, March 4th date for 
the 2017 World Day of Prayer will allow more 
people to attend, the Albion Committee is 
already making preparations with the host 
church, St. James Episcopal.  We will celebrate 
this time of solidarity with the church women 
of the Philippines this year. 

Blessings always, 
Donna Williams 



 

 


