
 
 
  
 
 
 
Going to Church 

Twenty two years ago, I was appointed as 
pastor for the first time, to a small church 
outside Berrien Springs, Michigan. I attended 
worship on the last Sunday of my predecessor, 
a local pastor who was heading into retirement. 
On his last Sunday as a pastor, the attendance 
was up from the usual numbers, because 
people wanted the chance to say goodbye. So 
he chose to make his last sermon into a 
harangue about worship attendance. Even as a 
newbie, I was pretty sure that was a bad idea. 

Worship is central to my life and my faith, and 
worship gives me great joy. It is for me a 
fountain of life that renews me every week. I 
hope it's the same for you, but I know that it's 
not that way for everyone. I just attended a 
conference where I heard a few things about 
church attendance, some of which I knew 
already: 

• People these days think of themselves as 
regular attenders if they attend once every 
month to six weeks. 

• Most people who identify themselves as 
Christians never go to worship. 

• Jesus told us to follow him, not to go to 
church. 

• For many (or most) people, participation in 
a work project or study group is more 
important and spiritually meaningful than 
worship. 

• Most people are more likely to accept an 
invitation to participate in a work day or a 
discussion, than an invitation to worship. 

It's clear from those statements that most 
people have experienced too much bad worship, 
without joy, without a sense of community.  The 
worship they attended (perhaps only once!) 
didn't inspire them to advance in their 
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connection to God. No wonder they don't see the 
point in such a life-sapping experience. No 
wonder that the old-time effort to "guilt" people 
into attendance stopped working a few decades 
ago! Many people in America have shaped their 
negative opinion of church based on exactly one 
visit to worship. It was so bad that they felt no 
desire to try again. 

I've been to poor worship myself. I've 
experienced the absence of inspiration and joy. 
I empathize with those who have turned away, 
and I only wish they would have found a better 
experience. That's because I want people to be 
continually lifted up in their attempt to follow 
Christ. I believe that we need to be in this 
together, and worship helps that happen. I 
believe that we need to learn and be 
challenged by people who are one step ahead 
of us on the walk, and worship ought to be that 
chance. 

If you're a person who has been staying away 
from worship, for whatever reasons, please 
consider giving it another shot. A bunch of us 
will be here on Sunday mornings at 10, hoping 
to welcome you well. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jeremy 

Office Hours for Pastor Jeremy 
Tuesday, Thursday 9am – 12pm 

Christian Sympathy 

Arline Nobbs, mother of Cindi Klingel, passed 
away on Sunday, March 19.  Visitation will be 
held at Kempf Funeral Home in Marshall on 
Friday, April 7 from 5 – 8 p.m.  The funeral will 
be on Saturday, April 8 at 3 p.m. at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Marshall.  Please keep the 
family in your prayers. 

Prayers 

Tamara Williams, Jim Neal, Jeanne Randels, 

Torrey Wyma, and Sherry Wyma @ home 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living, Chelsea 

Dan Seelye @ Arbor Manor, North 31, Spring 

Arbor 
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Lois Fennimore 

glfennimore@yahoo.com 

Church Council 

Chair 

Mark Robison 
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Jeremy Williams 
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Secretary 

Cindi Klingel 
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Housekeeper Lynn Markovich 
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Gourmet Nuts 

Nuts are still available 
in both Wesley Lounge 
and the church office.  
The cost is $20.00 for a 36 oz. can.   
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Upcoming Worship 

Voices of God:  we will complete this series 

in early April, wrapping up on Palm Sunday, 
April 9, then celebrate holy week and Easter. 

April 2: Jeremiah, who 
loved the people, and 
suffered while he tried 
to warn of the total 
military defeat that 
was coming. He blamed 
the defeat on God's 
judgment against the 
people. In the midst of 
that defeat, he also 

shouted to everyone who would listen, that the 
coming destruction would not be permanent, 
but that they could hope in a better future. Is 
that a message you're ready to hear today? 

April 9: John the Baptist, 
who identified Jesus as the 
one we were waiting for. 
He was a harsh critic of 
the Temple leadership 
before he learned about 
Jesus, and never failed to 
speak truth to power, even 
when it cost him his life. 

April 13 is Maundy 
Thursday, the day we 
observe the last supper 
Jesus had with his 
friends. We'll be 
sharing the service with 
the congregation of St. 
James Episcopal Church 
at 5:30 p.m., and 

worshiping in their church, on Erie Street 
downtown. 

April 14 is Good 
Friday, the day we 

remember Jesus' suffering 

and death. That worship 

service will be in Wesley 

Chapel in First United 

Methodist Church, at 6:00 

p.m. Jeremy will preach. 

April 16:  Easter. We'll 
have an early worship 
service with communion 
at 7:00 a.m. (four 
minutes after sunrise!), 
followed by breakfast in 
Fellowship Lounge, and 
followed by worship in 
Wesley Chapel at 10:00 
a.m. We haven't done 
the early service in 
many years, and hope it 

will be a meaningful and special time for 
everyone who comes out. 

After Easter we begin a new series of messages 
to help focus on the very center of our 
Christian message, as we find it in the Gospel 
of Matthew. This would be a great series for 
bringing a friend who has left the church and 
Christianity behind, who has grave doubts 

about this faith. We will "Meet Jesus 
Again." This is a five-week series, ending on 

Memorial Day weekend. 

April 23: 
Illegitimate. Just 
think about that! 
Jesus, the most 
famous child ever 
conceived out of 
wedlock! The 
label probably 
stuck with him his whole life, especially around 
his home town. Key texts: Matthew 1:18-25; 
13:53-58. 

April 30: Jesus and His Family. In case you 
thought that yours 
was the only messed 
up family, meet 
Jesus and his family, 
who came to get him 
because they thought 
he was crazy, and 
then he claimed that 
they weren't his real 
family at all. 
Matthew 12:43-50. 
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May 7: Rabbi. That's 
what people called 
Jesus most of the time. 
It means "Teacher." But 
it specifically means 
that he's a specialist in 
interpreting Scripture. Matthew 15:1-20. A 
good job for someone who's also called the 
"Word of God." 

May 14: Messiah. It was a 
big deal when Peter told 
Jesus that he was, among 
other things, the Messiah. 
It was a huge concept in 
Judaism of Jesus' time, 
but what does it mean to 
us? Matthew 16:13-20. 

May 21 Jeremy is on 
vacation. 

May 28: Savior. 

There's one we 
hear all the 
time among 
Christians, but 
what does it 
mean, anyway? 
Different 
biblical books talk about it differently, but 
Jesus talks about it in pretty clear terms in 
Matthew 19:23-30 and 21:1-11. 

June 4: Jeremy is away at Annual 
Conference. 

June 11 is Jeremy's last Sunday in Albion. 

Please Support Women United 
You can help by donating items for the WU store 
which are made available to the members in return 
for participation in the program.  Items needed 
include:  

 paper products: toilet paper, paper towels, 
facial tissues 

 cleaning products: laundry detergent, dish soap, 
sponges, liquid cleaner, glass cleaner 

 kitchen utensils and towels 

 new or  like-new linens: sheets, towels, 
washcloths 

 grooming products: shower and bath soaps, 
hand soaps and sanitizers shampoo and cream 
rinse, disposable razors, for women and men 

UMW Women in April 

When late spring snowstorms come, it’s 

comforting to look at the church 

calendar and remember that better 

weather lies ahead.  Before looking to 

the future, I wanted to report that at 

least six women from our church 

attended World Day of Prayer, on the 

first Saturday of March, and Jeremy 

provided the music for this community 

service, so we were well represented.  

Also in March (still in the future as of 

this writing) is a Lenten Breakfast on 

March 25th, 9 a.m., in Fellowship 

Lounge.  Beverly Williams, pastor of 

Climax UMC, will be sharing her life’s journey and 

call to the ministry. 

Ahead are a number of opportunities to serve, 

witness and grow in the faith.  On April 1st is the 

Keep Making Peace annual event in Lansing.  On 

April 10th is the First Church Seniors Luncheon. 

Piecemakers Quilting Group will meet on April 

25th, and Barb Stowell will be arranging a display 

of quilts that have been made, for viewing after 

the service on April 23rd.  There will be two 

Spiritual Growth Retreats, originally scheduled 

for April, which have been moved to the weekend 

of May 5th - one in Wesley Woods, the other at 

the St. Francis Retreat Center.  Donna Williams 

has more information about these retreats for 

anyone who is interested. 

Our two Circles are meeting monthly.  The 

Ammerman Circle, which meets at 1 PM the third 

Thursday, will have a program on April 20th, 

given by Polly Moore (me!) about my experience 

at the Women’s March last January.  The 

Cook/Moore Circle (usually the third Tuesday) 

will meet April 18th at 7:00 PM at the home of 

Marilyn Hennon, Donna Williams will be 

presenting a program about Latin America.  All 

women of the church are invited to come to a 

Circle. If you are interested in knowing more, 

talk to Sally Ammerman, Polly Moore or Alice 

Cook.  Through our Circles, we learn about the 

missions of the church and get to know each 

other better. 

Hope to see you and happy Spring!    Polly Moore 
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The Angels in our Midst 

Our church is full of helpful, caring 
people, and some make a 
difference inside our very church 
walls by working behind the scenes, 
taking on unpublicized tasks outside 
of the usual committee work. They 
are “angels in our midst” for which 
we should be truly grateful. 

Did you know that Barb Lange and Barb Rafaill 
spent Friday mornings during the past 2½ 
months cleaning and reorganizing Room 204B? 
Before they got to it, that room was filled with 
50 years of accumulated stuff:  pre-school 
program materials from the 60’s, Sunday School 
lessons from the 80’s, craft materials from 
Vacation Bible School, carpentry tools, paper of 
all kinds, a piano, an electric typewriter, yarn, 
yards of material, etc. And the dust...each 
emerged at noon on Friday covered in it. 
Materials that were no longer needed were 
given to organizations in Albion who could use 
them for their missions: Kids ‘N Stuff, Little 
Lambs Preschool, Forks Senior Center, and the 
Albion District Library.  A 1930’s era overhead 
projector was even donated to the Albion 
College Communications Department. Today 
204B is sunlit, clean, and houses labeled, 
organized shelves and drawers. It is again a 
useable space. 

Did you know that Drew Dunham took on 
cleaning out two rooms on the second floor and 
reorganized them into useable music spaces? 
He spent hours sorting music, organizing 
shelves, rediscovering useable collections, 
removing junk and Vacation Bible School 
materials (passing it along to the Barbs down 
the hall). He is also inventorying the old choir 
robes in hopes of moving them out to a church 
that can use them. He uncovered the four 
octaves of choir bells our church has owned 
since the 80’s, started up a new bell choir, and 
is seeing to it the bells are refurbished, some 
of the work being done by him. 

Did you know we have a new table and chairs in 
the small meeting room because Barb Lange 
took the initiative to purchase them at rock 
bottom cost from Lawrence’s New and Used? 
She then found an oak table, buried under a 

pile of stuff, at an antique shop in Ann Arbor. 
Rick Lange helped by loading and unloading.  
Barb Lange cleaned and repaired that 
furniture, and re-covered the chairs after Barb 
Rafaill provided new foam padding for them. 

Ed Sobie has donated his handyman skills to the 
church many times. His list of repairs and 
installations at the church is long, including 
water softener installation and lighting repair. 
Ed is another of our angels. 

Mark Robison paints. Gary Harrison built a shed 
for the snow throwing equipment. Barb Stowell 
arises early every Sunday morning to start 
coffee for our social hour and oversees all sorts 
of events that involve food service. Bill Rafaill 
continues to spend hours on the phone with the 
AT&T people trying to sort out our phone/ 
internet situation. Sally Ammerman is our 
unsung bookkeeping and financial records 
angel. 

These stories are only the beginning of a list of 
people who take on unseen and behind the 
scenes roles in service to our congregation and 
church home. Please thank God for sending 
them to us. 

If you would like to thank someone who serves 
silently within our church home without pay or 
the usual recognition, please send in a story for 
the Spire. We need to show appreciation for 
these often invisible “angels” in our midst. 

BSA Troop 158 Fundraiser 
Swiss Steak Dinner 

Wednesday April 5, 2017, 5 to 7 pm 
Casacarelli's function room 

116 S. Superior Street, Albion 
Menu: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
 salad, and dinner roll 
Cost: $9/adult, $5/children under 10 

Reservations encouraged via e-mail to: 

mrweldo2@alldial.net 

Tickets are available from any Scout or Scoutmaster 
Dave Huber and Dave Farley, and will also be 
available at the door. 

NOTE:  The proceeds will help the Scouts fund their 

summer camping experience, either week long BSA 

resident camp or 14 day High Adventure trip to Mt.  

  Washington, NH.



 

 



 

 


