
 
 
  
 
 
 
What is Church Membership? 

As long as I have been a pastor, I have struggled to 

say just what church membership means. It means 

different things to different people. To some people 

it just means, “having a place to be buried from.” 

Well, you don’t have to be a member to have your 

funeral done by this pastor or at this building. So if 

that’s all you want, maybe membership isn’t really 

necessary—at least at this church. So instead of 

thinking from the least possible reason for 

membership, think about the highest ideal: “I’m 

committed to the body of Christ in this place and 

with these people, and I continually seek to serve 

God and grow in my discipleship together with this 

congregation.” That’s a lot fewer words than the 

membership vows in the United Methodist Hymnal, 

but it’s the basic idea. So, if you’re a member of 

this church, then at some point you stood up and 

said those things were true about you. That’s the 

ideal. 

Back in the first beginnings of the Christian 

movement, it’s reported that “thousands were 

added to them that day,” and, “more were added 

every day.” Do you suppose they kept membership 

rolls back then? Do you suppose they had pledges, 

and giving reports, and finance meetings? Do you 

suppose that everyone who came ended up staying 

past the first few weeks? We have no way to know, 

but I don’t suppose they were thinking about the 

long term, expecting Christ to return any day. So 

one of the things we’ve learned in the intervening 

two thousand years is that the long term is more 

complicated, and often less thrilling. 

The trudging work of being a disciple works itself 

out over the long term, not just at the moment of 

sale. I want to encourage you to take more steps in 

living into true church membership, true 

commitment to growing in Christ, and to helping 

others to do the same. There will be more added 

regularly, if and only if we become individuals who 
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 buy into discipleship for the long term, who live 

to serve together, who bring our best and deepest 

selves into the life and the work of the church. 

And let me assure you that in my time here at 

Albion, I have continually been humbled by the 

spiritual and work commitment of the saints here. 

These will walk with you along the way. 

God bless you! 

Pastor Jeremy 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

May 1 All Church Potluck 

June 21 UMW Summer Refresher 

July 14-16 Mission U (formerly  

  the School of Christian  

  Mission) at Albion College 

Prayers 

Lillian Nearnberg, Hilda Ebbinghaus,  

Dan Seelye, and Lynne Baldwin @ home 

Nancy Held @ Maplewood in Marshall 

Betty Beese @ Glazier Assisted Living 

Florence Reed @ Spring Arbor Assisted Living;  

Spring Arbor 

Peg Neil @ Arbor Manor Rehabilitation and 

Nursing Center; Spring Arbor 

Forks Senior Center Spaghetti Dinner 

 April 1, 5 – 7 pm at  

 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 $8 adults, $5 children 

 See Carol Maynard for tickets 

Albion College  
Relay for Life Event 

The Albion College Relay for Life Committee is 

putting on a Relay for Life event. The event will 

be April 2 from 12pm until 12am and will take 

place on the Quad, with the Dow Recreation and 

Wellness Center as the rain location. 

14th Annual Keep Making Peace 
Workshop 

 Saturday, April 16, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.   

 University United Methodist Church located at 

1120 South Harrison Road in East Lansing, 

Michigan. 

 Topic:  “Locked In; Locked Up; Locked Out” — 
poverty, racism and structures that often end 
in the correctional system. 

2016 BIG Band Show &  
Dessert Buffet 
Coming in April 

 SAVE this DATE: April 23rd; 6-9 pm 

 Two Bands 

 Swing Dancing Demonstrations 

 Dance Floor for All 

 Dessert Buffet 
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Our Women in March 

The month’s busyness began with World Day of 

Prayer on March 4th, at Salem Methodist Church, 

the program was written by the women of Cuba.  

There followed in quick succession four meals 

which involved both men and women of the 

church - a Lenten Breakfast on Mar. 12, with 

Tamara Williams leading the program, then 

Seniors Luncheon on March 7, the community 

Lenten luncheon on the 16th, and finally, the Boy 

Scout anniversary celebration on Mar.19th.  It’s 

really great that our church can still feed people, 

even if we need outside recruits from time to 

time! 

Keep Making Peace will be April 16th at the 

United Methodist Church of East Lansing.  I’d also 

like to remind you to support the Big Band Show 

and dessert buffet on April 23rd as well as the 

all-church family potluck following church on May 

1.  The Women's Spiritual Growth Retreat (Grand 

Rapids, Albion, and Lansing District UMW) will be 

held May 6-7 at St. Francis Retreat Center, 

Dewitt , MI.  Pastor Sueann Hagen will be our 

leader for "Embrace the Silence" as she shares her 

journey into contemplative living and prayer and 

leads us in exploring the difference between the 

doing mode vs. the being mode.  Registration 

deadline is April 22nd.  See Donna Williams for 

registration forms.  

Looking even further ahead, Mission U. (formerly 

the School of Christian Mission) will be held at 

Albion College this year, July 14-16. 

Our two Circles are meeting monthly, but the 

afternoon circle is struggling to find a way to get 

some elderly members to the meetings.  If 

anyone can help, please contact circle chairs Bev 

Bentley or Pat Brown. 

United Methodist Women is open to anyone in our 

church who is looking for a way to serve, to learn 

about our world mission, who needs fellowship, 

or any combination of the three!  If you would 

like to join a circle, contact Barb Stowell, Alice 

Cook, Donna Williams or Polly Moore. 

Worshiping through April (and more) 

For six weeks, Jeremy will be addressing most of 

the questions that begin with, "What does the 

United Methodist Church believe about..." We'll 

be looking at a document called the Social 

Principles, covering issues of family, marriage, 

economic justice, violence, and even agriculture. 

This is not to change your mind, nor to say that 

the United Methodist official line is always right. 

But it'll be a good chance to say some things out 

loud about some of the important issues in the 

world today. And in case you're wondering, 

there'll be Bible at the heart of it. Please come! 

To accompany this series, we’ll be having a 

weekly gathering in the newly refurbished 

Conference Room following worship, to discuss 

the Social Principles and our own beliefs. Please 

take part. 

April 3: The Natural World 

April 10: The Nurturing Community 

April 17: The Social Community 

April 24: The Economic Community 

May 1: The Political Community 

May 8: The World Community 

And coming up after that: a series of messages 

about our hometown: 

“Bringing It Home to Albion” 

May 15 (Pentecost): Strengthening 

Families in Albion 

May 22: A Deeper Diversity 

May 29: Beyond Charity to Community 

June 5: What a Church Can Do 

Women United Garage Sale 

The Women United garage sale will be in early 

August.  During spring cleaning or similar times 

between now and then, please consider donating 

your good/salable items by bringing them to the 

church and leaving them on the big cart in the 

north stairwell beside Tennant Hall.
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An Invitation 

Have you ever felt uncomfortable visiting with 

someone who is in pain, sadness or grief and 

wished you had just the right words to bring 

comfort?  Ever wonder whether the words you say 

to those you visit are helpful or hurtful?  Would 

you like to be a better listener? 

You are invited to participate in Caring Skills 

Training starting April 19, 2016 at 5:30 pm.  The 

class is free and open to youth and adults.  It will 

be held at the Conference Room at First United 

Methodist Church in Albion, MI.  In this 6 week 

class you will learn basics about providing care to 

people in a variety of settings.  In addition, this 

training is for people interested in coming 

alongside the pastor to provide quality care for 

our churches and communities. 

A church has a pastor who is called and gifted for 

ministry among us.  But your pastor cannot do all 

the ministry of caring for others.  God has called 

us all to be ministers with the pastor.  The pastor 

needs trained people to come alongside to 

provide quality care. Lay people are trained to 

make visits to people in coordination with the 

pastor.  This team doesn’t replace visits by the 

pastor, but widens the visitation ministry of our 

church. 

Rev. Chuck McNeil will be the lead trainer.  

Chuck is a retired pastor of many years, has been 

certified in grief and death studies and has been 

on staff of several funeral homes assisting 

families to begin healing. 

 

Training Schedule 

Session 1 – Tuesday, April 19, 5:30 – 7 pm 

Overview and Foundation 

Companioning the Bereaved 

Session 2 – Tuesday, April 26, 5:30 – 7 pm 

Prayer and Listening Skills 

Session 3 – Tuesday, May 3, 5:30 – 7 pm 

Prayer and Listening Skills 

Session 4 – Tuesday, May 10, 5:30 – 7 pm 

Visiting People in Different Settings 

Session 5 – Tuesday, May 17, 5:30 – 7 pm 

Visiting People in Different Settings 

Session 6 – Tuesday, May 24, 5:30 – 7 pm  

                  with Pastor Jeremy Williams 

Sharing Communion 

Clarify Roles, Expectations and Boundaries 

Team Formation & Process for Visitation 

Name Badges 

Schedule Commissioning of Visitation 

Team 

 



 
 


